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 Bethlehem 

Bethlehem seems so far away.  We don’t even know Bethlehem. 

Talk of shepherds and crowded inns, 

     cruel Kings and weapon clad soldiers, 

         and angels . . . when was the last time you saw an angel? 

 

Bethlehem seems so far away. We don’t even know Bethlehem. 

A  teen mother, 

    an unmarried couple laying their child in a manger, 

       and Magi bearing gifts. . . when was the last time you  

          saw a Magi? 

 

Bethlehem seems so far away. We don’t even know Bethlehem. 

God coming to humankind, 

    breaking into this earthly life, 

       desiring a home within each heart . . . when was the last time                  

  you saw that? 

 

Bethlehem seems so far away.  We don’t even know  . . . or do we? 

 

   Is Bethlehem that far away?  Do we know Bethlehem? 

We know  people  who eke out a living doing the dirtiest of jobs. 

   We know of crowded streets and busy hotels. 

      We know of cruel government leaders and hired enforcers. 

 

Angels. Well, maybe we do or don’t know angels, 

but we know of young mothers and unmarried couples  

     expecting babies. 

        We know even if there’s no insurance Grady still has to take 

    them in. 

    We know of mothers who lay their newborn child in a  

         borrowed crib.  

        Continued on Page 2  

  Vision Statement 
 

With God’s help, we 

love and appreciate 

each other for who we 

are and whom we want 

to become, disciples of 

Jesus Christ. God calls 

us through the Holy 

Spirit as we welcome all 

to join our journey of  

faith and service. 

 

Bold Steps 

We ask others to join 

our journey of faith 

and service. 
 

We will increase family 

activities and retreat 

opportunities for church 

fellowship and our com-

munity. 
 

We minister to and 

create a safe place for 

worship and for serving 

our community. 

 

Adopted by 

Session  

May 20, 2006 

  

                                                                                                       THE PASTORõS CORNER 
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   Pastorõs Corner (continued)  

Bethlehem isn’t really so far away. We do know Bethlehem. 

   When we stop the craziness of a culturally clad Christmas 

       we will know God wanting to break into our lives, 

          wanting our time and attention like babies do, 

              wanting to be loved like babies need to be loved, 

                  wanting to have a home like babies need to have a home. 

 

Bethlehem isn’t really so far away. We do know Bethlehem. 

May we be the Magi, people who seek Jesus, who bow to worship him. 

May our gifts be the offering of our lives to God. 

                                       May we know Bethlehem. 

        Merry Christmas,  

          Sue 

 

YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT PROGRAMMING by Will DeLair 

 Tom Hanks is often famously quoted in his 1994 role as Forest Gump, “Life is like a box of choco-

lates, you never know what you’re gonna get.”  These are such true words that come from the title char-

acter.  In my experience, this quote is often used as a poor antidote when difficult situations arise.  That 

use of the quote, however, misses the splendor of it. 

 We all lead uniquely wonderful lives.  We never do know what weõre ògonna get,” but that is what 

allows us to be pioneers into new lands with God as our guide.   It is this mystery of life that takes us to 

new and unexpected places with God’s comforting spirit giving us calm and perspective through it all. 

 Just as every individual life is different, so is the life of each congregation.  The weekly program-

ming and needs of a small town Presbyterian Church will be far different from what you will find at a big 

city Presbyterian Church. 

 It is with this belief that we are exploring new program ideas that are unique to the needs of FPCJ.  

Borrowing from a college,  Rev. Riggle and I have framed an idea that we are tentatively calling Holy 

Play.  Holy Play will be a time of fellowship for our adult population.  It will provide times for laughter, 

exploration, and enjoyment for those who join us in the new ministry. 

 Please join us in our first event:  a discussion on our spirituality through the means of a workshop 

in the ceramics studio at Calvin Center.  It is scheduled for Tuesday, December 8th, with shuttles leaving 

the church at 1:00pm (arriving at Calvin Center around 1:30pm).  Folks will be returned to the church at 

4:00pm.  Please contact Will DeLair if you wish to join the fun or if there are any questions about the pro-

gram, after all, you never know what you’re “gonna get.” 



         Presbyterian women have been busy this month.   Santa Claus Express 

items have been collected and will be delivered the first of December.   Gro-

cery bags were passed out to collect food to be delivered to Samaritans To-

gether before Thanksgiving.   The "Get A Grip" opportunity has turned out to 

be very successful.   Those pieces of luggage will be taken to Securus 

House  for ladies to move from one location to another with dignity.  

  

There were nine ladies at church on Saturday, Nov. 14th to make lap blankets 

for our shut -ins, Presbyterian Village residents and a few to send to our 

troops overseas.   We had such fun making them, enjoying the fellowship and 

going to lunch, that we plan to have another session soon.  

  

Both circles continue to enjoy the Joshua study this year.    The Juanita Ham-

brick circle meets the second Tuesday of the month at 10:30 and the evening 

circle meets on the second Monday night at 7:00.   Being in the Presbyterian 

Women circles and taking part in opportunities to serve others is a lot of fun 

and very rewarding.   We would love to have you join us!  

              

             POINSETTIAS                                 

Presbyterian Women are receiving donations  “In Honor Of” and/or  “In Memory Of” loved 

ones or friends you may wish to remember at Christmas.  

 

Several poinsettias will be purchased and placed in our sanctuary for Christmas. All monies re-

ceived  will be given back to the church to help with the cost of monitoring the recently in-

stalled alarm system.  Donations of $15 are requested.  

 

If you would like to purchase a poinsettia, fill in the information below and turn it in to the 

office, or call Jane Luetkemeyer at 770 -946 -3005.  

In Memory of _______________________       In Honor of ________________________  

 

Given by __________________________        Deadline is December 13, 2009 

                  

   PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN by Jane Luetkemeyer 

Page 3 



  

             Presbytery of Greater Atlanta 
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  presents it’s 

Sixteenth Annual Christmas Concert 

December 13, 2009 

A Multicultural Celebration of Christmas 

ñWe Are Oneò 

 
Radcliffe Presbyterian Church 

286 Hamilton E. Holmes Dr., NW 

Atlanta, Georgia 30318 

at 6:00pm 
 

Featured Presbyterian Choirs 
      Hillside                                         Korean Community  

                College Parkôs Childrenôs Choir                  New Lifeôs Miriam Dancers 

       Korean Central                    New Life  

Atlanta Chapter-National Black Presbyterian Caucusô Community Choir 

     Trinity (Decatur)  

 

sponsored by the Racial Ethnic Congregations and the Immigrant Fellow-

ships of the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta. 

 

 

PLEASE COME AND JOIN US!!   
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    PREACHING TEXTS 

 

 

12/6       Second Sunday in Advent   Malachi 3:1 -4; Luke 3:1 -6 

  

12/13    Third Sunday in Advent   Zephaniah 3:14 -20; Luke 3:7 -18 

  

12/20    Fourth Sunday in Advent Micah 5:2 -5a; Luke 1:46 -55 

  

12/27    First Sunday after Christmas   Lessons and Carols  

  

  

SPECIAL ADVENT PROGRAM 

 

On the third Wednesday of this month, December 16th, please 

come join us at 6:00 PM for a special Advent Program.  This will be 

preceded by a covered dish dinner. 

 

Congregational  Care Committee 

 

                                      

    THANK YOU SO MUCH 

 

   Dear Friend, 

  Thank you for the ad you placed in the cookbook in my honor. 

  I feel so humble to have this honor bestowed on me. 

 

      Thanks,  

       Eloise 
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 2009 - Year of Celebration, December   
 

 

 

 

December 13th is “Buy 3 Get 1 Free” day! 
We all know people who wait until the last minute to find items for their gift list. We also 

know people for whom money gets tight at this time of year. On December 13 th  we will offer a 

1-day only òBuy 3 and get 1 free!ó sale on all new orders. 

 

This will help you and your friends as well as help us pay for the cookbooks. We need to sell 

about 88 cookbooks (at the regular price) to break even. After that, every cookbook we sell 

brings financial aid for missions and FPCJ. Ask your friends if they want to give this great 

collection of recipes.  

 

Both the CD (Living Cookbook) and printed version are now available. You can find order forms 

in this newsletter and at the church office. You can order by credit card on -line at the 

church website: www.fpjonesboro.com.  

 

2009 Yearbook and Photo Directory 
The yearbook and photo directory are available at the church office. We are asking a dona-

tion of $5 to help cover the costs of printing this color multi -paged yearbook. 

 

Thanks to All the 2009 Committees 
 

This has been an amazing year. Thanks to all the great people who have worked on our various 

projects to make this year a memorable one. Thanks also to the members of all the commit-

tees involved in the various works and projects celebrating this year.  

 

Deo Juvante (with Godõs help) 

Bob Stevens, Chairman 

2009 ð Year of Celebration Committee  

 
 



   Alpha Adult Study Group -  December  
 

 

During Advent we study four favorite Advent hymns.  
 

 

Projects  

We continue to collect items for ñCare Packagesò for service per-

sonnel in boxes outside our classroom. There is a list of suggested 

useful items posted above the boxes.  
 

 
 

Welcome  

Each weekôs session materials are provided both the previous 

week and at the beginning of each class.  

 

The Alpha class begins each Sunday at 9:15 AM. At 9:00 we have 

quiet music for those who want to spend time in contemplation 

prior to the discussion. All adults are welcome.  
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Date  Topic  Leader  

November 29th  O Come, O Come Emmanuel  Bob Stevens  

December 5th  Visit the Temple for a Shab-

bat Service. All are welcome 

to join us.  

Van leaves the church at 9:45 AM  

December 6th  Silent Night, Holy Night  Bob Stevens  

December 13th       O Little Town of Bethlehem  Bob Stevens  

December 20th  Hark the Herald Angels Sing  Bob Stevens  

December 27th  TBD   
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STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE  by Brian Turner  

 As Christmas approaches, it is easy to write about the evil of consumerism 

and the attitude of òBuy, buy, buy.ó; buying gifts for people that donõt need them 

and things whose only value is to increase our own worth.  Although some of this 

is true and the church does need to address these issues, sometimes we forget 

the wonder and miracle that Christmas provides us ñ especially in gift giving.  

 

 We give freely of our hard earned income at Christmas time.  We òbuy, 

buy, buyó.  We fret and worry if the gifts we present to family and friends will 

be accepted with thrills and happy laughter.  Why?  I donõt think it is because 

Wal-Mart told us to.  Gifts were presented under the tree long before Wal -

Mart.  I think it is because we have a deep -seated urge to give what we have to 

others (especially those close to us); to make those around us as happy as we 

feel in giving the gift.  We also give out of duty.  Our work and civic organiza-

tions hold parties where we are expected to come with present in hand.  

 

 If any of this sounds familiar to you, it is because we have heard it from 

the pulpit and Sunday school classroom as long as we can remember.  òGive freely 

and joyfully.ó  òGive because it is our duty.ó  òGive what we have to others, for 

we are only stewards of what we have.ó  This is the wonder and miracle of 

Christmas.  I only wish we could experience it as strongly as we do during this 

season all through the year.  

 

 So, òbuy, buy, buyó for your family and friends guilt free.  òBuy, buy, buyó 

for the children of DFACS.  òBuy, buy, buyó for the Good Shepherd Clinic. You 

get the idea!!  The only time Christmas becomes over commercialized is when we 

forget how miraculous this time is and how miraculous is our Lordõs birth and life 

we celebrate through eternity.  It is a time for celebration of all the good 

things that God has made us stewards of.  May Godõs peace surround you through 

this season and His love sustain you when all else fails.  

 

           Amen 

           Brian W. Turner  
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   MARION MEDICAL MISSION  NEWSLETTER 

 

                      November 24, 2009                                                    1412 Shawnee Drive, Marion, IL 62959 
                                                                          (618) 997-5365 

                                               ===================================================== 

We Have Been to the Mountain Top!  by Tom Logan 

  
   Jocelyn and I returned Monday, November 9th, after 9 weeks in Malawi, a country where two-thirds of the 
population make 41 cents a day or less. 

 
   Marion Medical Missionôs purpose is to share the love of Christ. We do this by working in a horizontal rela-
tionship with our African partners providing the extreme poor in Africa with a sustainable source of safe 
drinking water. 

 

   Our 2009 goal was to build 2,000 wells that could provide 400,000 of the extreme poor in Africa (240,000 
children) with a sustainable source of safe drinking water. The Shallow Well can only be effectively built at 
the end of the dry season just before the rains come when the ground water is at its lowest point of the year. 
This gives us only about 2 months each year to build these wells. Construction on the first well did not start 
until the first week of September. 

 

   MMMôs 2009 mission trip to Africa was the most remarkable ever. It was intense, tough, difficult, danger-
ous and fulfilling. There were 35 American volunteers divided up into two teams. Each team arrived in Ma-
lawi on a Sunday and had an all-day training on Monday.  As well as reviewing the emergency and evacua-
tion procedures, they were assigned 4-wheel drive pickup trucks, cell phones, GPSs, cameras, printers, pipe 
wrenches, hack saws, ratchet straps, bungee cords, etc. Each team was on the ground in Africa for three 
weeks working hand-in-hand with African Shallow Well Coordinators, Field Officers, Installation Supervisors 
and the village communities building Shallow Wells to provide the extreme poor with a sustainable source of 
safe drinking water. The prayers of many were felt and answered; they kept us safe. There were many close 
calls yet no serious accidents (a miracle in itself). 

 

   This is a world of mountains and valleys. We must go through the valleys to get to the mountainsïand then 
the mountains must be climbedïand it isnôt easy. Looking up from the bottom, the mountains seem too 
highðand we forget itôs just a matter of taking one step at a time; then another and another. And before we 
know it we are on the mountain top and 2,066 Shallow Wells have been built and 2006 pumps installed; in 9 
weeks.  Uchindami Kwa ChiutaïGlory be to God. 2066 wells built in 9 weeks!! 
  
   MMM started in 1985ïweôve been around for 24 remarkable years. We are small but powerful because of 
Godôs blessings.  Weôve been involved in the extraordinary; in the miraculous, not just once, but time and 
time again. 
  
   2010 will be the 25th Anniversary of Marion Medical Mission and the 20th Anniversary of the Shallow Well 
Program. We will have a Reunion/Celebration in Marion on July 17th concluding with worship together 
on Sunday morning July 18th. Mark your calendars now!! Join us in Marion on July 17. 

 

We ask your help as we plan this eventïlet us know as soon as you can that you will attendïlike today! 
Call or email Hanna Hjord at 618 997-5365 hanna.hjord@gmail.com  

 ====================================================== 

Visit the MMM WEB Site: http://marionmedical.org  

Contact MMM at   TommyLogan@aol.com 

mailto:hanna.hjord@gmail.com
http://marionmedical.org/
mailto:TommyLogan@aol.com


       FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF JONESBORO  

        2009 YEAR OF CELEBRATION COOKBOOK -  ORDER FORM  
 

   Copies of the Living Cookbook - paperback @ $20.00 each    $   

 

   Copies of the Living Cookbook on CD @ $40.00 each                       $   

 

   Shipping/Handling (if applicable) per mail-out @ $6.50 each           $   

 

      TOTAL     $   

           

 

Name          

 

Address         

 

          

 

City        State  Zip Code   

 

Phone Number        

            

 

Name          

 

Address         

 

          

 

City        State  Zip Code   

 

Phone Number        

            

 

Name          

 

Address         

 

          

 

City        State   Zip Code   

 

Phone Number        

 

If paying by check please make it payable to: FPCJ,  and in the Memo box write: Cookbook Order . If paying by credit card , please go online 
at www.fpjonesboro.com  to complete your order. 
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Kristin Bush      12/4 

Brittain Bacon     12/6 

Susan Blair      12/6 

Kevin Okoye      12/7 

Caroline OõKelley     12/8  

Maverick Ham     12/9 

James Bacon      12/11 

Zoe Ham       12/12 

John Anzalone     12/14 

Cathy Mondy      12/20 

Walter Taylor      12/21  

Patrick Fox      12/22 

Jane Okoye      12/22  

Angela Davis      12/30 

 

 

 
      

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!! 

   Butch and Susan Prosser    12/27 

 

*    *    *   *   *    *   *   *    

 

  

 

Maverick and Zoe personally signed the card to 
you. They did so with much excitement and 
happiness. It is very hard to place into words 
just how much you have given these two 
young people, but their faces reflect the love 
and kindness with which you treated them.  

Please know they love and already miss you. As 
they begin this new adventure with Mommy & 
Daddy, they can smile and remember all the 
gentle touches and kind words that have been 
bestowed upon them by their church family.  

Thank you so very much for your open heart 
and love that you shared with Zoe & Maverick. 
They will recall a lot of happy memories be-
cause of you and your love.                             
   Love, Marvin & Melissa 
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óòWith Thanks to all of you. Youôre simply won-

derful!ò  Love, Zoe & Maverick Ham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Address : c/o Philip & Kristi Ham, 506 Cha-

teau Circle M Enterprises, St. Maryôs GA 31558 

*    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *     *    

Dear First Presbyterian Members:  

Your gift of food was the best thing you 
could have done for us.  God bless you all 
for your love and concern for others.  

   Sincerely, R. Jones  
   Samaritans Together  

*    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *     *  

To Etoleuôs Church Family: 

A note of thanks to all of you who visited  
Etoleu, took her to the doctor, made tele-
phone calls, etc., you were all so kind. 
May God bless each of you in the coming 
year.  

   Hazelee & Nola  

  (sisters of Etoleu Stowers )  



1842 Lake Jodeco Road 
Jonesboro, Georgia 30236 

First Presbyterian Church of Jonesboro 

Phone: 770-478 -8118 

Fax: 770 -478 -1991 

E-mail: fpjsecretary@bellsouth.net  

                  Committee Chairpersons 
 

 Administration     Gene Hatfield  

      Vicki Westervelt, Co -Chair 

 Building & Grounds   Richard Whitton   

 Christian Education    Bailey Wallace  

 Clerk     Paul Blair   

 Congregational Care   Linda McElroy     

 Covenant Committee   Nancy Parkhouse  

 Membership Growth    Carolyn Fox    

 Outreach     Beth Trebendis  

      Susan Baggarly, Co-Chair  

 Stewardship & Finance   Brian Turner  

 Worship     Suzanne Anzalone   

 2009 Task Force    Bob Stevens  

 Treasurer     James White  
 

                                              Staff 
Pastor      Rev. Sue  Riggle         fpjpastorsue@bellsouth.net  

Music Director/Organist  Blakely Hardy             BlakelyHardy@gmail.com 

Secretary    Marcia Kouns           fpjsecretary@bellsouth.net  

Pastor Emeritus              Oliver B. Wood, Jr.  

Weõre 
on the

  Web! 

www.fpjonesboro.com  

DECEMBER, 2009 

SESSION: 

Moderator  

Sue A. Riggle  

 

Suzanne Anzalone  

Paul Blair  

        Carolyn Fox  

Gene Hatfield  

Linda McElroy  

Nancy Parkhouse  

Bob Stevens  

Beth Trebendis  

Katie Trebendis  

Brian Turner  

Bailey Wallace  

  Vicki Westervelt  

Richard Whitton  


