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THE PASTOR'S CORNER

“You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on
every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanks-
giving to God” (2 Corinthians 9:11).

Apart from the calendar, there are seasonal triggers that
turn our attention to Thanksgiving: the smell of wood fires, the
crunching of fallen leaves beneath our feet, the chill that
clings more closely throughout the day, and the explosion of
colors that bathe in the fall afternoon sun. These sights,
sounds, smells and feelings can stir memories of hearth and
home.

Many of our Thanksgiving thoughts center on the table
and favorite family recipes. If you have not already, purchase
and leaf through the newly arrived FPC]J cookbook; the reci-
pes are a testimony to God’s gracious bounty for us. The invit-
ing aromas, delicious flavors and colorful beauty of God’s food
are all reminders of God’s good gifts coming to us through
God’s good people.

This church has been blessed in so many ways, and as
we say thank you to God, may our words turn into actions in
continuing to share with others the generosity of God. Even in
the economic ups and downs of 2009, let us continue to reach
out, to be generous on every occasion in our pledging, our
serving, our praying and our worship of God.

In this season of Thanksgiving, as we bundle up and cud-
dle up this fall, give thanks to God for home and health, family
and friends, and especially give thanks for this church, for all
are gifts from God.

Grace and peace for the journey,
Sue
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Vision Statement

With 6od's help, we love
and appreciate each
other for who we are and
whom we want to become,
disciples of Jesus Christ.
6od calls us through the
Holy Spirit as we welcome
all to join our journey of
faith and service.

Bold Steps

We ask others to join our
Journey of faith and ser-
vice.

We will increase family
activities and retreat
opportunities for church
fellowship and our com-
munity.

We minister to and cre-
ate a safe place for wor-
ship and for serving our
community.

Adopted by
Session
May 20, 2006




Itis hard to believe that | have been living in Georgia as long as | have. It did not

take |l ong for fAyodall o to enter my vocabul
time at breakfast. It is not uncommon for a Northerner to head south and re-
turn with stories of Southern Hospitality . I can happily report that | have had

the same encounter.

From my first day at First Presbyterian Church of Jonesboro | have felt very
welcomed into the community. | have been warmly welcomed to join tables as we
share meals together. | have been warmly welcomed into Tuesday night Bible
Study where we share thoughts and feelings on difficult texts. | have been
warmly welcomed into Sunday school classes, even when | do not quite fit the
age requirements. Most importantly, | have been warmly welcomed to worship as
a community.

Having a particular focus on our youth and young adult population, it is with
great enthusiasm that | meet with Rev. Sue looking to the future, setting goals,
and making plans. Our calendars are scribbled with plans of adventures at Cal-
vin Center, mission projects, ideas about stewardship of our artistic gifts, and
perhaps partnering with the Presbyterian Men and other church organizations.

As we make these plans and watch them develop into reality, it is my chance to re-
turn the hospitality that | have experienced here. Please know you are warmly
welcomed in the development of our youth and young adult programming.
Whether it is sharing your talents, passions, and/or gifts, you are warmly wel-
comed. If you feel called to be present as a chaperone and a listening ear on

our youth outings, you are warmly welcomed. We warmly welcome you to share
your visions and great ideas. More than any others, we warmly welcome you to
pray for the development of our youth & young adult programming.

ary Jand

oTrain up a child in the way he shoul d gp a

from I/ t. o Proverbs 22:6
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HAVE YOU EVER BEEN TRULY HUNGRY ? By James White

Have you ever been hungry? | donodot mea
a midnight snacko6é6? kind of hungry, or
night . éd No, | mean have you ever been
With the kind of hunger that invades your every thought with the growl of

your stomach so loud and the pangs of desperation so strong that it

makes it nearly impossible to fall asleep at night?

| doubt many of us have ever experienced THAT kind of hunger, which

puts us in the minority of the worl dos
kind of ohungerdé that many of us may
for change in our world that can only come through following Christ Jesus

to the cross and into an eternal | i f
hunger that is just as strong or even stronger, than the physical need for

food and water. | t 6s the hunger
Hi s voice and follow his cal/l
tence with a will to do great things for Him in our town, in our state, and

i n our worl d. | tds a hunger that i1 nvadeg
can make a difference Iin othersodo |ives
And, the growls and pangs of this hunger are not from a lack of suste-

nance, but from the desire to fulfill our promise of praise and service to

God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.

t hat
|l tds a

It is this kind of hunger that | wish for each and every one of us, and for

the living body of Christ that we call First Presbyterian Church of Jones-
boro . It is the hunger for Christ that | want us all to experience. It is the
hunger for change to His way that | pray will invade every heart today.

And, it is the hunger for a Christ -filled life that you only achieve through
service, support and sacrifice, which will be yours when you let Christ be

the bread of your life.

\

Then Jesus decl ared ol am the bread of
never go hungry, and he who believes I
6:35)

May Christ be the o0bread of your 1ifebo
feel be the hunger for His word and the thirst for salvation through Him.
God feeds usédédmenry one.
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The Presbyterian women are sponsorin
gram. Please bring your gently used luggage, carry on bags, and
backpacks to be given to Securus House. These pieces of luggage
will help women and children transport their belongings from resi-
dence to residence with dignity.

Check your attic, basement or <c¢cl oset
you are no longer using.

If you would like more information regarding Securus House or

for
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What a GREAT opportunity to help others!
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It is with great joy that the New Church Development Commission announces the up-

coming chartering service of our sister congregation, Jesus Hope Church of Georgia
The life of this congregation began three years ago in Suwanee, Georgia under the

leadership of Rev. Daewoong Park.

We cordially invite your congregation to witness this momentous event in the life of

this congregation, our Presbytery, and our denomination. On November 14th  we will
gather as a community to celebrate its constitution as a church of the Presbyterian

Church (U.S.A)). This service will include the ordination and installation of elders

and deacons.

Please come and worship with us as we welcome a new church and celebrate in fel-
lowship:

Time: 4:00 P.M.
Address: 686 Peachtree Industrial Boulevard #100
Suwanee, Georgia 30024

For more information regarding this new congregation, you can visit their website,
www.JesusHopeChurch.org, or call 770 -375 -0900
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November Preaching Texts

November 1: Isaiah 25:6-9 Pledge Dedication h ‘

November 8: Mark 12:38-44

November 15: Mark 13:1-8
November 22: Joint FPCJ/KPCG Thanksgiving Service

November 29: Luke 21:25-36 I Sunday in Advent

The deadline for submission of articles

for the fpcj newsletter is the Friday

following the session meeting. A reminder is
sent each monthviae  -mail

Articles submitted after the deadline will be used the
following month.

g,z«a,,z« Your cooperation is appreciated

ATE /
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The Good Shepherd Clinic provides medical services for residents of Clayton
County, of all ages, those who do not qualify for Medicare or Medicaid, do not
have private insurance, and cannot afford to see a doctor.

WILL YOU HELP? By Linda McElroy

The Good Shepherd Clinic is in desperate need of more volunteers to
help with the state required paperwork! Betty Bush, Barbara Rhinehart and
Linda McElroy are the only volunteers who are doing this each week.

The Clinic needs one or two people who are willing to be trained and
can be a back-up. Occasionally it is necessary for two individuals to be out
at the same time and one individual cannot handle the task alone - help is
needed. It is not necessary to commit weekly or to be on a regular sched-
ule, this individual will be a back-up when needed . The training takes
only an hour or two and will be conducted by Betty, Barbara or Linda.

If you are interested, please contact one of the above volunteers for
more information.

THERE IS STILL TIME TO VOLUNTEER N\ i@’

to be a part of the Children’s Su#oaay— S
Programs. These programs continue to grow and your help is needed! If

you would like more information, or to sign up as a volunteer, contact
Sue Riggle, Nancy Parkhouse, Traci White or Bailey Wallace.

This is a GREAT opportunity for you to make a difference in the life of a
child.
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Alpha Adult Study Group - November

In November, we will discuss two religions: Islam and Judaism.

Date Topic Leader

November 1st Background on Islam Gene Hatfield

November 8th Presentation on Islam Ms. Soumaya Khalifa from the
|l sl amic Speaker ds

November 15th Discussion on Islam Gene Hatfield

November 22nd TBD TBD

November 29th 1st Sunday in Advent Bob Stevens

December 5th Synagogue visit Gene Hatfield

Projects

We continue to collect items for fACare Packag
boxes outside our classroom. There is a list of suggested useful items posted

above the boxes.

Welcome
Each weekds session materials are provided
beginning of each class.

The Alpha class begins each Sunday at 9:15 AM. At 9 we have quiet music for
those who want to spend time in contemplation prior to the discussion. Go to
our blog at http://www.fpjonesboro/alpha to see and discuss these topics,

look over our reading list and get links to relevant resources. All adults
welcome
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STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE A THE FUTURE By Bob Stevens
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2009 has had some scary times. Some people have lost their jobs and perhaps their
homes. Is it a natural reaction to withdraw and tighten the purse strings until the world

As God said through the prophet Jeremiahi know the plans | have for you, plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a futieremiah 29: 11
13).

Has God been at work in this church in 2009? Absolutely and, we are doing our part.
Wedre stildl behind on our operating an
time. | have faith that we will all more than fulfill our 2009 pledges so FPCJ can fulfill it
mission.

Here are some items to keep in mind as you make your pledge for 2010.

« FPCJ has two sets of expenses: first, operating expenses and missions, and secon
the mortgage on the sanctuary. The graphic inserts in the bulletins tell you where w
are on each and gives you the ability to respond accordingly.

+ Our church and community needs will not be less in 2010. Our contributions keep tf
work of the church engaged where and when it is needed most.

»  We look forward to the continued growth in new members as visitors find what they
are seeking in a church home. As the slogan on our website say®CJ is small
enough so no one is ever lost; large enough so no one is ever alone.

« Just as we look forward to the growth of our church and outreach, so too do
our Korean brothers and sisters look forward to the growth of their church, which
may include the building of their own facility. While we do not know when this will
happen, we cannot rely on their current contribution as a long term solution to our
financial well-being.

The Bible s
ti me and ou
us the abil t
Of cour se. Bu

of fiti me and talentso
ents are Godds raw mat
O be Godds hands at W 0
0

d offers us the oppor
(Continued on page 9

|

\V

Y

c x =

Page 8

| ooks bright again? Yes but, only throggh



Stewardship and Finance (Continued from Page 8)
2 Corinthians 8:1-5 complements the October 25th sermon text:

We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God that has been
granted to the churches of Macedonia®for during a severe ordeal of affliction, their
abundant joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on
their part. *For, as | can testify, they voluntarily gave according to their means, and eve
beyond their means’begging us earnestly for the privilege of sharing in this ministry to
the saint® and this, not merely as we expected; they gave themselves first to the Lor
and, by the will of God, to us,...

Ordeal of affliction + abundant joy + extreme poverty = wealth of generosity + grace of
God

These people got it. No tightened purse strings there! Hilariously eager for the opportu
nity to be part of the work of the church. What better example of stewardship can therg
be as you fill out your pledge and dedicate it next Sunday?

2009 - Year of Celebration, November Update

2009 Yearbook and Photo Directory

The yearbook and photo directory will be available at the church office starting November
8™ . We are asking a donation of $5 to help cover the costs of printing this color multi
yearbook.

2009 Celebratory Cookbook

Both the CD (Living Cookbook) and printed version will be available for delivery by November
1st. You can find order forms in this newsletter and at the church office or, you can order on
line at the church website: www.fpjonesboro.com.

If you have already ordered cookbooks, you can pick them up during fellowship on the 15 " We
request payment for your order when you pick them up.

History Project
Now that the Homecoming Celebration is history, Gene Hatfield and his committee will bring
our church history up to date. We are looking forward to experiencing the results.
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF JONESBO ’_\N\

2009 YEAR OF CELEBRATION COOKBORRER FOR 7

Copies of the Living Cookboolpaperback @ $20.00 each  $

Copies of the Living Cookbook on CD @ $40.00 each $

Shipping/Handling (if applicable) per madut @ $6.50 each $

TOTAL $

Name

Address

City State Zip Code

Phone Number

Name

Address

City State Zip Code

Phone Number

Name

Address

City State Zip Code

Phone Number

If paying by check please make it payable EPCJ and in the Memo box writeCookbook Order If paying by credit card , please go online
at www.fpjonesboro.comto complete your order.
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http://www.fpjonesboro.com/

11/3
11/3
11/3
11/4
11/5
11/15
11/27
11/29

Julie Hester
Andrew Taylor
Wendy Taylor
Albert Wallace
Richard Bergmann
Nicole Piper-Bryson
Andrew Prosser

Moise Mimosee
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HAPPY ANNI VERSARY!
Keith and Nancy Parkhouse 11/7

Westey and Meg Baggarly — 11/19

James and Brittian Bacon  11/25

z/B@é:IQ&:

THE BOOK CLUB will
the Humpback Whal eé
next meeting will be November 12th at 6:30 in
the church Parlor. Call Jane Luetkemeyer
for more information.

be

THANK YOUI

* % % % % % % * *

Dear Pastor & Members,

Thank you for your recent donation of sheets,
blankets, baby bottles, paper goods, etc., to
the Clayton County Association Against Family
Violence, Inc.

Your generosity is greatly appreciated. Your
support and concern does make a difference.

Sincerely,
Securus House
* * % * * * * * * * *

Important Date!

A Congregational meeting will be
held on Sunday, November 8th, im-
mediately following the worship ser-
vice. The purpose of this meeting is
to elect elders to the class of

2012.

“To get something you’'jye
you have to do somet higjng
done. Just know as you tlake those
steps that the Will of Goad will never
lake you where the Grace of God will’

not protect you."” UnARnon
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First Presbyterian Church of Jonesboro

1842 Lake Jodeco Road
Jonesboro, Georgia 30236

Phone: 770-478-8118
Fax: 770 -478-1991

E-mail: fpjsecretary@bellsouth.net

NOVEMBER, 2009
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Pastor

Committee Chairpersons

Administration

Building & Grounds
Christian Education
Clerk
Congregational Care
Covenant Committee
Membership Growth
Outreach

Stewardship & Finance

Worship
2009 Task Force
Treasurer

Music Director/Organist
Secretary
Pastor Emeritus

Gene Hatfield

Vicki Westervelt, Co -Chair
Richard Whitton

Bailey Wallace

Paul Blair

Linda McElroy

Nancy Parkhouse
Carolyn Fox

Beth Trebendis

Susan Baggarly, Co-Chair
Brian Turner

Suzanne Anzalone

Bob Stevens

James White

Staff
Rev. Sue Riggle
Blakely Hardy
Marcia Kouns
Oliver B. Wood, Jr.

fpjpastorsue@bellsouth.net
BlakelyHardy@gmail.com
fpjsecretary@bellsouth.net

SESSION:
Moderator
Sue A. Riggle

Suzanne Anzalone
Paul Blair
Carolyn Fox

Gene Hatfield

Linda McElroy
Nancy Parkhouse
Bob Stevens
Beth Trebendis
Katie Trebendis

Brian Turner
Bailey Wallace
Vicki Westervelt

Richard Whitton




