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As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, "I will follow you 

wherever you go." 58Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air 

have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head" (Luke 9:57 -58). 

 

I remember the lightning, thunder and torrential downpour that 

caught us unaware one night. The youth of First Presbyterian in Marion, 

Illinois, and I had arrived at the Chattanooga campsite where we would 

be staying during our mission trip. After dinner as we headed down the 

forested dirt path toward the pavilion, the sky grew dark, full of the 

promise of a summer thunderstorm.  Sure enough, as evening vespers 

drew to a close, the wind picked up, the temperature dropped and the 

rain began pelting the trees with force.  

 

As we scrambled from under the shelter out into the pouring rain, 

I felt unsure: unsure if we would make it to our cabin safely, unsure of 

what I had gotten myself into, and unsure of what lay ahead. I was far 

from the support of friends and family, far from my routine and further 

still from my comfort zone. Feelings of vulnerability pervaded my 

senses. I wondered if this was how the first disciples felt: a bit lost, a lot 

afraid, and a ton unsure!  

 

Suddenly the words of Luke 9:58 came to mind, òJesus told them, 

ôFoxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has 

no place to lay his head.õ" Even as I picked my way through drenched 

underbrush and low lying limbs spilling water onto my already soaked 

head, an unexplainable peace began to push aside my fear, replacing it 

with feelings of assurance and care. Donõt get me wrong, I did not sud-

denly feel comfortable; rather, I felt comforted. I knew instantly that as 

God watched over Jesus and his disciples, God was watching over my 

youth group and me.  

 

Foxes and birds donõt think ahead to how their next week will go; 

they just instinctively go about their hunting and gathering business, 

caring for their young and each other. I began to let go of my anxiety 

about the weekõs mission work, trusting that God would be guiding 

every bit of it. I became grateful that I had a sleeping bag awaiting me  
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  Vision Statement  
 

With Godõs help, we love 

and appreciate each 

other for who we are and 

whom we want to become, 

disciples of Jesus Christ. 

God calls us through the 

Holy Spirit as we welcome 

all to join our journey of  

faith and service.  

 

Bold Steps  

We ask others to join our 

journey of faith and ser-

vice.  
 

We will increase family 

activities and retreat 

opportunities for church 

fellowship and our com-

munity.  
 

We minister to and cre-

ate a safe place for wor-

ship and for serving our 

community.  

 

Adopted by  

Session  

May 20, 2006  

  

                                                                                                       THE PASTORõS CORNER 



in a covered cabin. I still had to be up before dawn, take my turn preparing breakfast, be an encouraging 

leader of my teens and work willingly and serve lovingly, but I knew God was taking care of the rest of it!  

 

And so, FPCJ, as we prepare to òmarch off the mapó, as Rev. Tom Tewell so wonderfully preached on 

Homecoming Sunday, remember that if we are feeling unsure about something in our personal life, if we are 

experiencing unchartered territory in our life together as the church, we are not alone. Jesus experienced 

this every day of his ministry, as did his first disciples.   

 

Look to God for direction remembering that as much as God loves creation, God loves us even 

more, enough in fact to become one of us so we would never have to walk alone, even when we are march-

ing off the map.  

       Grace and peace for the journey,  

       Sue  

 

                    A SPECIAL THANK YOU  
To Our Dear Congregation:,  

Thank you to all who prayed for our recent session retreat, and to all who provided 
tasty treats and notes of support and care.  

 

We are honored to serve God along -Side of you.  

            In Christõs love, 

            Your Session  

 

Sue Riggle    Katie Trebendis   Nancy Parkhouse  

Vicki Westervelt   Richard Whitton           Paul Blair   

Carolyn Fox   Bob Stevens            Beth Trebendis  

Suzanne Anzalone  Bailey Wallace    

Linda McElroy   Gene Hatfield  

 

 

   CONGREGATIONAL MEETING,  

 

 A congregational meeting will be held  October 11th  immediately following wor-
ship, to elect the Elder Nominating Committee. Everyone is invited to attend; how-
ever only members may vote. Please be in prayer for those who will be elected.   

      The Pastorõs Corner (continued) 
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 On  All Saintsõ Day we will begin an annual remembrance of all church mem-

bers and loved ones of church members, who have died during the preceding year.  The list will 
be read aloud, and a chime will be rung in remembrance of each dearly departed loved one.  

 

Please submit the name/names of those you want included to the church office by Octo-
ber 26th.  

      Suzanne Anzalone, Chairperson  

      Worship Committee  

 

 

  
 Meet Will DeLair, our CS2 Intern  

  

Will DeLair is a participant of Common Soul/Sole (CS2), a new and exciting program that 
works to further develop partnerships between Calvin Center and congregations of the 
Presbytery of Greater Atlanta.  A nine -month program, CS2 works with young adults ages 

19 -29 as they explore the direction of Godõs calling in their lives.  During the week, Will 
works about 30 hours at Calvin Center, with jobs ranging from running programs, hospi-

tality, maintenance and the variety of other needs that occur for a bustling camp and con-
ference center.  An additional 10 -15 hours each week is spent partnering with First Presby-

terian Church of Jonesboro, focusing predominantly on youth and young adult ministries.  

 

 Will joins us ( very  much so) in the process of exploring his vocational call.  Originally 
from Pittsburgh, PA, he graduated from Westminster College (New Wilmington, PA) in the 

spring of 2008, with a degree in Elementary Education.  Prayerfully, he is considering a fu-
ture that could be filled with any of the following: seminary, full -time youth ministry, 
graphic arts, bicycle maintenance, outdoor education, or a completely different direction.  

Please share ideas with him as he journeys with FPCJ and help him feel as welcome as he 

truly is!  

 

                                      

 YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!!  

 

 As our childrenõs Sunday school & nursery programs continue to grow, we 

need volunteers to help! We are looking for teams of twos, so no one person feels 

burned out. Find a friend to work with and come make new friends with our 

amazing children! Questions? See Bailey Wallace, Traci White, Nancy Park-

house  or Sue Riggle  

 REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2009   
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             PREACHING TEXTS ñOCTOBER, 2009  
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October 4th  Peacemaking/World Communion   

   Stewardship I               Mark 10:2 -16   

   It All Belongs to God  

 

October 11th  Stewardship II              Dueteronomy 15:7 -11  

   The G. Force  

 

October 18th  Guest Minister                                          (To Be Announced)  

 

 

October 25th  Stewardship III             2  Corinthians 9:6 -12  

              Be Hilarious  

  

 Presbyterian Women Circles are back in full swing.  Our study this year is the Book of  
Joshua.  Ruby White is leading the discussion for the Juanita Hambrick Circle, Pat Wood & Pat Hockett are 
leaders for the Care & Share Circle.   

 

  We would  love to have you join us for either of these circles.  The next circle dates are Oct. 12th at 
7:00 PM for the Care & Share Circle, and October 13th at 10:00 AM for the Juanita Hambrick Circle.  Both 
groups meet in the family life building.   

 

 The Juanita Hambrick Circle has two groups they support on a regular basis; Securus House and the 
Good Shepherd Clinic. 

 

 In October, Presbyterian Women will begin collecting items for the Santa Claus Express to benefit 
the Presbyterian Village.  A sample of the items needed are listed below, a complete list will be distributed 
in the bulletin throughout the month of October. 

  

 GROOMING ITEMS   LADIES                   MENS      MISCELLANEOUS 

Combs &  brushes   Hairspray & hairpicks  Pajamas (M-XL)                 Stamps 

Deodorant (spray)   Perfume   After shave & cologne     Board games  

Shampoo    Knee-hi hose   Robes (M-XL)      Jigsaw puzzles  

Mouthwash    Robes, dusters (SM-XL) Socks       Walker caddies 

Toothpaste & toothbrushes  Sweatsuits (M-XL)  Belts (L)      Wheelchair caddies 

Liquid body wash   Nail polish & remover               Shaving cream                     Bulletin boards (S) 

Closed back rubber soled slippers Cardigan sweaters  Sweatsuits (M-XL)      Lap robes  
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 PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN CIRCLES INVITE YOU TO ATTEND!  



         MARION MEDICAL MISSION NEWSLETTERñ2009 
            ñBless Us With Enough Foolishnessò by Tom Logan, 

Marion Medical Mission President ðmarionmedical.org  

 

         òLord, bless us with enough foolishness to believe we can make a difference in this 
world so we can do what others claim cannot be done .ó 

 

Weõve been blessed! Marion Medical Missionõs 2009 goal is to build 2,000 wells before 

the rains come in November that will provide 400,000 of the extreme poor in Africa 

(240,000 children) with a sustainable source of safe drinking water. Construction on the 

first well has yet to begin.  

 

The Shallow Well Program is holy ground. It brings Godõs people together: the extreme 

poor, the not so poor, the wealthy, black, white, American, African, diverse cultures, 

different religions; Godõs creation. 

 

This is about bearing active witness to the Prince of Peace in a violent and suffering 

world. Jesus did not write a book, He formed a community that bears fruit.  

 

Dr. Hayden Boyd, Jocelyn and I leave for Malawi on September 4th, Jerry Roush and 

Pastor Steve McKeown arrive in Malawi on September 8th and Jim Nussbaumer arrives 

on September 13th. The balance of Team 1 arrives on September 20th and they leave 

as team two arrives on October 11th. Team 2 leaves Malawi on November 1st.  

 

All of Marion Medical Missionõs Team 1 and Team 2 volunteers pay their way to and 

from Africa and their room and board while there. They will work long days, drive four -

wheel drive pickups in the bush in Africa and share hardships with their African 

brothers and sisters.  

 

We ask each of you to covenant to pray daily for our volunteers, the village 

communities, our Shallow Well Coordinators, Field Officers, installations supervisors and 

builders.  

   I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.  

I will set a feast for them, My hand will save.  

Finest bread I will provide Till their hearts be satisfied.  

I will give My life to them. Whom shall I send?  

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard You calling in the night.  

I will go, Lord, if You lead me. I will hold your people in my heart .  
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September 1, 2009  

 

Dear Friends,  

 

In our current economy, the number of people unemployed and without insurance 
who need medical help is rapidly growing.  Good Shepherd Clinicõs mission is to pro-
vide primary medical care to uninsured residents of Clayton County. To help in that 
pursuit, we are sponsoring a ò5K Fun Run and Walkó on October 31, 2009 at the In-
ternational Park in Jonesboro. We are looking for sponsors, volunteers and partici-
pants.  

 

SPONSORSHIP  can take many forms. Monetary contributions are always needed 
and appreciated. We are also looking for sponsors to provide supplies or medical edu-
cational type services.  

 

VOLUNTEERS  are needed to get the word out about our event and to work at the 
event for a variety of activities from registration to handing out water.  

 

PARTICIPANTS are needed to walk or run 5K and help raise funds for the Good 
Shepherd Clinic. We have several levels of participation. See our flyer for the one that 
fits you.  

 

Supporting the Good Shepherd Clinic makes sense on many levels, from a compassion 
for our neighbors in need to the easing of the burden on local hospitals where our un-
insured seek help through the emergency rooms. This is a non -profit organization and 
your gifts are tax deductible. Weõve taken the liberty of providing you flyers for this 
event and look forward to seeing you there.  

 

Sincerely,  

Dr. Raju and  Tulasi Vanapalli  
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Alpha Adult Study Group ð October  
 

During the month of October, we will discuss Brian Jonesô ñSecond Guessing God: 

Hanging on When You Canôt See His Planò.   

 Projects  
We continue to collect items for ñCare Packagesò for service personnel in boxes outside 

our classroom. There is a list of suggested useful items posted above the boxes.  

 

Welcome  
Each weekôs session materials are provided both the previous week and at the begin-
ning of each class.  

  
The Alpha class begins each Sunday at 9:15 AM. At 9 we have quiet music for those 

who want to spend time in contemplation prior to the discussion.  
Go to our blog at http://www.fpjonesboro/alpha to see and discuss these topics, look 

over our reading list and get links to relevant resources. All adults are welcome.  
 

 

 
                       OCTOBER COMMUNION  

 

October has been designated Stewardship emphasis month by the Stewardship & Finance 

Committee, with November 1st dedication Sunday. Communion will be served at each of these 

worship services, reminding us that Jesus Christ is the ultimate gift, and our response to God 

begins at the Table. We love because God first loved us. We give because God first gave. Be 

sure to join us as together we commit to Godõs work in this church and the world. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who helped make our 20th Anniversary and Homecoming celebration such a 

success. From Bob Stevens, Chairperson, to all who prayed, helped address envelopes, deco-

rate, cook, clean, repair and straighten - you were the consummate hosts and hostesses. To all 

who attended, long -time friends and first -time visitors, you helped make this a success by 

your very presence. During the dinner one young visitor said, òThis feels like heaven.ó Indeed 

it did. Godõs Spirit seemed just a bit sweeter than usual because we were together. Thank you 

for being part of it.  
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The world asks, ñWhat does a man own?ò; Christ asks, ñHow does he use it?ò 

Andrew Murray (1828ï1917) S. African minister, church leader, writer. 

 

 Where is our place in the world?  What is our purpose?  These questions plague the mind of 

every Christian as he grows in his stewardship and worship of our Lord and Savior.  By extension, 

the church must ask how we go about the business of Jesus Christ. 

 As we mature in our giving and service, we look at the world around us and say, ñThis is not 

rightò.  God directs us not only to love Him, but to love our neighbor as ourselves.  We are not only 

to hunger for a relationship with our Father in heaven, but also, to hunger for change in a world 

that demands concern only for oneself and onesô immediate surroundings.  

  Luke Chapter 11:39:
 
Then the Lord said to him, "Now then, you Pharisees clean the outside 

 of the cup and dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. 
40

You foolish people! 
 Did not the one who made the outside make the inside also? 

41
But give what is inside the 

 dish (or what you have) to the poor, and everything will be clean for you.ò 

 

 This is just one of the many verses in the gospel where Jesus answers our questions.  We 

are to take care of others with all that we have. The poor, widowed, and oppressed are to be 

served by the church.  We do as Jesus himself did. John Bunyan tells us: 

 

ñHe who bestows his goods upon the poor shall have as much again and ten times more.ò   

 

 This is what stewardship is about.  Nothing is more important than offering the Love of Je-

sus Christ to those who are lost and in need.  Calvin points this out in his ñInstitutesò when he re-

fers to a famine in  Section 4, Chapter 4: 

ñThus Cyril, when a famine prevailed in the province of Jerusalem, and the want could not 
otherwise be supplied, took the vessels and robes and sold them for the support of the poor. 
In like manner, Acatius, Bishop of Amida, when a great multitude of the Persians were al-
most destroyed by famine, having assembled the clergy, and delivered this noble address. 
Our God has no need either of chalices or salvers, for he neither eats nor drinks." (Tripart. 
Hist. Lib. 5 and Lib. 6 c. 16), 

 

 As we experience this stewardship season, let us look to the future with hope and dreams of 

reconciliation with all our brothers and sisters in need.  Let us open our hearts, homes, and pock-

ets to the impossible made possible through the love of Jesus Christ.  Amen! 

            STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 
                   By Brian Turner  
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2009  -  YEAR OF CELEBRATION, OCTOBER 

Homecoming Celebration  
What a wonderful day! Old friends and new, 

guests and members and the food! Letõs take a 

moment to thank some people that made the 

Homecoming Service and Fellowship so special.  

 

The Worship Committee headed by Suz-

anne Anzalone ð for a beautiful and mean-

ingful service. Special thanks go to Blake 

Hardy and the choir for both the selec-

tion and beauty of the music. Blake re -

arranged the Offertory Anthem for the 

choir from one written specifically for 

FPCJõs dedication service. Thanks also to 

Rev. Dr. Thomas Tewell for an inspiring 

sermon. 

The Congregational Care Committee 

headed by Linda McElroy ð for all the 

work they did to make the dinner and fel-

lowship great. Special thanks go to Pat 

Cooper for the lovely flower arrange-

ments and center pieces.  

The Building and Grounds Committee 

headed by Richard Whitton ð for all the 

work they have put in during the last 

month or so repairing damage and fixing 

up the facilities in preparation for the 

big event. Special thanks go to Dave and 

Pat Hockett, painters extraordinaire, for 

their work in the Nursery and on the out-

side doors.  

 

 

 History Project  
Now that the Homecoming Celebration is his-

tory, Gene Hatfield and his committee will 

bring our church history up to date. We are 

looking forward to experiencing the results.  

 

Labyrinth  
On Pentecost, we dedicated our labyrinth. 

While it will be used on some special occa-

sions, if you would like to walk it privately, call 

the office.  

 

2009 Yearbook and Photo Directory  
Marvin Ham, Gene Hatfield & Alex Westervelt 

were busy taking pictures at the Homecoming 

Celebration. We will put them in with the pic-

tures taken this year. Once we add pictures 

from committees and classes, weõll print and 

distribute the yearbook.  

 

2009 Celebratory Cookbook   

Thanks to Corina Barbee and her committee. 

The Living Cookbook CDs are now available for 

delivery. Quite a few were snapped up at the 

Homecoming Dinner. If you havenõt seen one 

yet, just ask anyone on the Cookbook Commit-

tee. The bound version is due back from the 

publishers in about six weeks. As soon as they 

are available, weõll deliver them to all the peo-

ple who have pre-ordered them. Order forms 

for both are available on page 10 of the news-

letter or at the church office.  

 

The digital presentation shown during the dinner is 

available on the website at www.fpjonesboro.com.  



       FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF JONESBORO  

        2009 YEAR OF CELEBRATION COOKBOOK -  ORDER FORM  
 

   Copies of the Living Cookbook - paperback @ $20.00 each    $   

 

   Copies of the Living Cookbook on CD @ $40.00 each                       $   

 

   Shipping/Handling (if applicable) per mail-out @ $6.50 each           $   

 

      TOTAL     $   

           

 

Name          

 

Address         

 

          

 

City        State  Zip Code   

 

Phone Number        

            

 

Name          

 

Address         

 

          

 

City        State  Zip Code   

 

Phone Number        

            

 

Name          

 

Address         

 

          

 

City        State   Zip Code   

 

Phone Number        

 

If paying by check please make it payable to: FPCJ,  and in the Memo box write: Cookbook Order  If paying by credit card please go online at 
www.fpjonesboro.com  to complete your order. 
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Kenneth OõKelley   10/3  

Sue Riggle     10/4  

Don Girod     10/6  

R.D. Phillips    10/8  

Tim Phillips    10/14  

Merrie Wallace    10/16  

Leah Sapp     10/17  

Carol Hatfield    10/18  

Beth Trebendis    10/20  

Nathan Turner    10/20  

Tristan Davis    10/22  

Deanie Turner    10/25  

Joelyn Davis    10/26  

Lauren Parker    10/28  

Kevin Taylor     10/28  

John Westervelt    10/28  

Mick Smith     10/30  

Diana Clokey    10/31  

            HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!  

Brian & Deanie Turner  10/8  
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*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *  
Church Family, 

Thank you so much for the beautiful floral bas-

ket you sent in memory of my dad.  Also, thank 

you for the prayers and many cards during this 

time. 

  Love, Carol Francis 

 *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *    
A BIG THANK YOU to Billy & Jane, Clyde, 

Ronnie, Walt, Kevin, Keith, James, Pat & Caro-

lyn, JoAnne, Linda, Suzanne, Dave & Pat, 

Steve, Big Richard, Alan (and anyone I may 

have missed), for all their help on òClean Up 

Dayó. I REALLY appreciate all their hard work!  

For those of you who did not help, please be 

sure to thank these individuals for all their 

hard work, not only on òClean Up Dayó, but 

the work they do regularly, whenever theyõre 

called upon.  

   Richard Whitton  

 *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *  
With many thanks ñWe see Godõs love at 
work in the warmth of helping hands, in 
the comfort that a gentle word imparts, in 
the thoughtfulness that offers cheer, in love 
that understands ñwe can see Godõs love at 
work in caring hearts.  

Our faculty & staff are overwhelmed by 
your thoughtfulness.  

  Earnestine Hyche, Principal  

  Suder Elementary  

THE BOOK CLUB will be reading  òSongs of 
the Humpback Whaleó  by Jodi Picoult. The 
next meeting will be  November 12th at 6:30 in  
The church Parlor.     
    
  


