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 A Pastorõs Dream Pilgrimage 

   One year ago , FPCJ was invited to be part of the Macedonian Ministry (M/M) 

program, funded by the Cousins Foundation, overseen by the Presbytery of 

Greater Atlanta. Led by the Rev. Dr. Tom Tewell, a group of 17 ministers came 

together to grow and learn from each other about the challenges facing small 

churches and their pastors.  In early 2009, Tom approached the Cousins Foun-

dation about funding a trip to the Holy Land for the M/M pastors; they gra-

ciously agreed. So, from July 14t -28th, my two weeks of study leave will be on a 

pilgrimage in Israel! I can still hardly believe it!  

 

   Traditionally, a pilgrimage involves a journey to visit a holy site as an act of 

religious devotion in order to deepen faith and clarify a spiritual calling. Think 

of it as a òretreat on the move,ó including prayer, Bible reading, worship, 

group sharing, journal writing, silence, and opportunities to interact with some 

of the great stories and scenes of Jesusõ ministry.  By stepping outside the nor-

mal routines of life, a pilgrimage can lead to a deepened understanding of self, 

ministry and calling. Engaging in times of spiritual reflection can lead to star-

tling new insights, and encounters with Godõs Spirit in unexpected ways. Pil-

grimages can also make connections between oneõs own life stories and those 

in the Bible in transforming and renewing ways.  I go, looking forward to all of 

the above.  

 

   What will I be doing? On July 13th we will gather in Stone Mountain to begin 

the process of òunpluggingó from life: no cell phones or computers.  On July 

14th we will depart from Hartsfield International Airport, returning Tuesday, 

July 28th. Our time will be split between Galilee and Jerusalem.  Each morning 

through early afternoon, we will make an excursion to a place of biblical inter-

est: Mount of Beatitudes, Tabgha (traditional site of the loaves and fishes), a 

boat ride across the Sea of Galilee, Nazareth, Mount Tabor (traditional Mount of 

Transfiguration), Banias (Caesarea Philippi), the foothills of Mount Hermon. In 

Jerusalem we will view the Old City from the Mount of Olives, visit the Garden 

of Gethsemane, Via Dolorosa, the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, the Garden 

Tomb, Mount Zion and the Wailing Wall. There will be excursions to Bethle-

hem, the Dead Sea, Masada, Qumran and Jericho.  Each day will allow time for 

morning and evening worship, and quiet time for meditation and reflection.  

 

   What can you do? Pray for us . Each of us leaves behind families and con-

gregations whom we love, seeking to draw closer to God, whom we love more. 

It will not be eas y to leave, but it will be worth it.  

                           (Continued on Page 3)  

  Vision Statement  
 

With Godõs help, we love 

and appreciate each 

other for who we are and 

whom we want to become, 

disciples of Jesus Christ. 

God calls us through the 

Holy Spirit as we welcome 

all to join our journey of  

faith and service.  

 

Bold Steps  

We ask others to join our 

journey of faith and ser-

vice.  
 

We will increase family 

activities and retreat 

opportunities for church 

fellowship and our com-

munity.  
 

We minister to and cre-

ate a safe place for wor-

ship and for serving our 

community.  

 

Adopted by  

Session  

May 20, 2006  

  

                                                                                                          THE PASTORõS CORNER 



  

WE HAVE A WINNER! 

Traci White has been added to the prestigious Circle of Champions as the winner of the 3rd 

celebratory cookbook THROWDOWN  held Wednesday, June 17th.  Her entry was a homey -

looking òApple and Cheese Casseroleó that blindsided us all with a òwalloping punchó of fla-

vor. Traci joins Melissa Ham who won the appetizer THROWDOWN, and Betty Bush who took 

top honors in the soup/salad THROWDOWN.  

 

4th THROWDOWN 

The 4th and final THROWDOWN will take place in the Family Life Center, on July 19th , after the 

10:30 a.m. Worship Service. The category is desserts of all sorts, including cookies and candies, 

and non -dessert baked goods, such as breads, rolls and muffins.  

 

SO, dig up your òknock-em deadó recipes and you could join Melissa, Betty and 

Traci as a THROWDOWN champ!  

 

COOKBOOK NOTES 

The Cookbook Committee, headed up by our own òchef in residence,ó Corina Barbee, needs 

your support to make this project a success.  Here are some of the ways you can help:  

A. Reserve your cookbook(s) NOW  (See the Order Form  -  Page 10).  

B. Help us sell ads by asking your business friends if they would like to buy an ad or purchase 

an ad yourself in recognition of a person or group special to you. The ads are $100 for a full 

page, $50 for a half page, and $25 for a business card sized space  (We have already 

bought an ad recognizing our mom, an adventurous and accomplished cook!).  

C. BEAT THE AUGUST 2ND RECIPE TURN-IN DEADLINE! We already have 200+ recipes and have 

space for about 200 more. In addition to the usual main dish, vegetable, salad, soup, and 

dessert categories, we would like to have your recipes for large groups, pickles, relishes, 

rubs, sauces, jellies, holiday foods, punches, other drinks and any other categories. You 

can e -mail your recipes to recipes@fpjonesboro.com , or drop them in the recipe box in the 

Family Life Center.  

D. You will not want to miss the final THROWDOWN on July 19th. If it is anything like the first 

three, you are in for some serious feasting and fellowship (Just ask our youngest attendee, 

Shadoe, who certainly enjoyed himself as long as his granddad, Larbi Ali -Talha, was not 

too far away).  

 

An excellent question came up at the last THROWDOWN, òWhere is the money for the cook-

book sales going?ó   The 2009 Celebration Committee has already committed that 10% of all  
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        COOKBOOK AND THROWDOWN UPDATE!!  
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monies collected (prior to expenses) will be given for church outreach and missions. From 

the remaining monies, we will pay project expenses. Any remaining funds will go to either 

the general building or endowment fund.  

 

There are several ways in which people can contribute to the 2009 Year of Celebration:  

Give directly, designating ò2009ó on your check or envelope. 
Purchase a personal comment òadó in the printed copy of the Celebration Cookbook. 
Suggest a cookbook ad purchase to business friends.  

 

Thanks to all who have sent in recipes and worked on our various projects ! 

    

     CONGREGATIONAL CARE  

                   Wednesday Night Dinner  

                   July 8th ð 6:00 PM  

 

The youth will be presenting the program for us on 

Wednesday, July 8th at 6:00 P.M. by sharing their experience at 

Montreat in June. They will also provide the meal. Please show 

your support for our  youth by attending this event. There will be 

a reservation form in the bulletin that can be used or you can 

call the office before Monday, July 6th to make reservations.  

Church office number is 770 -478 -8118.  

 

Pastorôs Corner continued . . . 

Before I go , I invite you to share with me your questions: questions about following Jesus, about God, 

stories of the Bible, about the challenges you face following Jesus. By no means will I have perfect an-

swers upon my return, but just as you are always with me here, you will be with me there, and I want to 

know what you are thinking about God, and how you are experiencing God.   

 

While I am gone, continue to love and care for each other as you do so well now (four elders will be 

available for pastoral care concerns, should the need arise). Attend worship, welcome the guest 

preachers, keep faithfully sharing the good news of Jesus Christ with everyone you meet. After all, it 

was Paul, an early Macedonian minister, who first shared the good news with us.    

          Grace and Peace for the Journey,  

                                                       Sue 

 Cookbook and THROWDOWN update continued . . .      
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         THE GOOD SHEPHERD CLINIC by Linda McElroy  
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    Tomato sandwich fundraiser  

        Saturday, august 1, 2009  

 

The Tomato Sandwich Fundraiser which is held annually, benefits 

The Good Shepherd Clinic. Since the clinic is dependent on contribu-

tions such as this event to continue providing healthcare for those 

who have no insurance and little or no income, we need your sup-

port . 

 

There will be plenty of good food, much of which will be supplied by 

the women in our church. There will be entertainment with a special 

solo by Dr. Thomôs wife, Tina. The members who remember her rendi-

tion of ñAmazing Graceò will not want to miss hearing her sing. Just 

ask Albert Wallace what a thrill it was to hear her sing this hymn.  

 

Letôs continue to show our support for this wonderful mission right 

here within our midst by participating in this event. Be watching for 

more information. If you have questions, please see Eloise Belle Isle, 

Betty Bush, Barbara Rhinehart or Linda McElroy.  Any of us will be 

glad to speak with you and we might even convince you to join us as 

a volunteer!  

 

 

        

 THE GOOD SHEPHERD CLINICñLETTER FROM A PATIENT 

 

òI lost my job in November, 2003. I could no longer afford to pay for  

health insurance. I was told by the Forest Park Health Department about the  Good 
Shepherd Clinic. This is what true ministry is all about , reaching out to those in 
need. It has truly been a blessing to me. I have high blood pressure and it has 
helped me to keep a monitor of my pressure and with blood pressure medicine.  

 

I pray Godõs blessing for the Good Shepherd Clinic, and that He will continue to  

be blessing this ministryó 
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ALPHA ADULT STUDY GROUP by Bob Stevens 

                                   SUMMER, 2009 

 

The Alpha class is for adults who want to explore their spiritual experience 
in a Christian context. We discuss books, people and topics as relevant for 
us today as they have been throughout the ages. 

This Summer we will cover a variety of topics led by various leaders. They  
range from Old Testament figures through a 20th century theologian. 
Thanks to all concerned and Iôm looking forward to both varieties. 

Class Topics  
July 5th          The Theology of Reinhold   Leader: Gene Hatfield 

July 12th               Ruth         Leader: Rick Riggle 

July 19th         Esther                 Leader:  Michelle Fidalgo 

July 26th          Paulôs 1st Journey      Leader:  Bob Stevens 

August 2nd & 9th       Paulôs 2nd & 3rd Journeys   Leader:  Bob Stevens 

August 23rd & 30th   Peace, Unity & Purity              Leader:  Gene Hatfield  

   

Projects  
We continue to collect items for ñCare Packagesò for service personnel in 
boxes outside our classroom. There is a list of suggested useful items 
posted above the boxes. 

 

Welcome  
Each weekôs session materials are provided both the previous week and at 
the beginning of each class. 

 

The Alpha class begins each Sunday at 9:15 AM. At 9 we have quiet music 
for those who want to spend time in contemplation prior to the discussion.  

  

Go to our blog at http://www.fp jonesboro/alpha  to see and discuss these 
topics, look over our reading list and get links to relevant resources.  All 
adults are welcome. 
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                      Outreach News by Susan Baggarly  
 

                                      TIME FLYS!  

 

   For weeks youõve heard, òTheyõre Coming!, Theyõre Coming!ó  And now the weekend 

weõve been preparing for and looking forward to is over.  What a wonderful time was had by 

all.  

 

   We welcomed the new Family -Teachers of Virginia Cottage.  Iõm in awe of these young 

people dedicated to making a positive impact on the lives of the children at Thornwell.  

Watching them interact with the boys, constantly acknowledging their positive behavior 

with praise, their training is obvious.  Any negative behavior was dealt with immediately 

with an interaction to explore and explain the consequences.  Two of the boys have only been 

at Thornwell for a matter of weeks, but the progress to the changes in their lives was evident.  

 

   Both the Family -Teacher couples shared their guidance and ôcallingõ to work at Thornwell.  

This was the first year for Josh and Stephanie Gruber and their 2 -1/2 year old son, Evan.  The 

other couple, Danny and Ashley Smith and their son Jack, 6, and daughter Stella, 3, have 

been at Thornwell for a couple of years.  Both couples constantly praised the supportive staff 

at Thornwell for the success of the Family -Teacher program.  

 

   We welcomed back Joseph, the boy we support at Thornwell, for his second annual week-

end with us and Calvin for his third.  Calvin approached me after Sundayõs luncheon to thank 

me for òproviding this special weekendó for them.  Joseph hugged several of us.  It is impos-

sible not to notice the tremendous forward strides Joseph has made since his arrival at 

Thornwell a year ago.  

 

   We could send Thornwell the required funds as Josephõs sponsors and limit our relation-

ship. But it has always been our goal to be supportive financially, emotionally, and spiritu-

ally. Nourishing, and re -enforcing our relationship with cards, gifts for special occasions, 

phone calls, visits to Thornwell, and our special weekend for Joseph and Virginia Cottage 

confirm our desire to go beyond a financial relationship.  

 

   For those who were able to assist with the weekend and had the opportunity to meet our Vir-

ginia Cottage family, òCongratulations!ó 

 

   Thank you for all your help.  Congratulations on your opportunity to enrich your life.  It is 

humbling to know how these children have suffered.  It is a wonderful opportunity we have 

to positively impact their lives.  What a wonderful opportunity God has given us!  Please 

keep them in your prayers.  

 

 

            

Page 6 



 COVENANT COMMITTEE NEWS by Nancy Parkhouse  

The Covenant Committee is in the process of reviewing and revising the Covenant agree-

ment with the Korean Presbyterian Church of Georgia (KPCG) that was approved by ses-

sion in November 2006, in order to add more specificity to the original Covenant. To ac-

complish this, there have been several meetings, including a meeting of the members of 

the First Presbyterian Church of Jonesboro who serve on the Covenant Committee, a 

meeting with Rev. Kim, Rev. Riggle, and Nancy Parkhouse, and a joint Covenant Commit-

tee meeting with representatives of both congregations.  

 

Proposals for modifications to the Covenant Agreement have been presented by both 

congregations and these are being presented to the Session. This is a work in progress, 

therefore we welcome input from the congregation about any comments or concerns that 

you might have with regard to the Covenant Agreement between the congregations. As 

the economy continues to be a factor in decisions to be made, we ask for your prayers 

for our work, as we ask Godõs guidance in this effort. 

 
 

There are positions open for ushers and greeters!  We provide a beauti-
ful work area, convenient hours, pleasant associates with which to work 
and salary doubles every work day. 

 

If you are interested, call Suzanne Anzalone at 770-474-9662, or e-mail  

suzanneanzalone@yahoo.com.  

 

          *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

                FELLOWSHIP AFTER WORSHIP  

 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE NEEDS YOUR HELP !  
There are MANY available dates on the sign -up sheet for Fel-

lowship after Worship. Anything you choose to bring is appre-

ciated, itõs about the fellowship, not the food! 

 

Please take advantage of this opportunity to serve. The sign -

up sheet is located on the bulletin board by the kitchen.  
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But scripture, to lead us by the hand to this, warns that whatever benefits we 

obtain from the Lord have been entrusted to us on this condition:  that  they be 

applied to the common good of the churché. 

(1 Corinthians 12:12   The body is a unit, though it is made up of many 

parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with 

Christ.)  

Let this, therefore, be our rule for generosity and beneficence:  We are the 

stewards of everything God has conferred on us by which we are able to help 

our neighbor, and are required to render account of our stewardship.  More-

over, the only right stewardship is that which is tested by the rule of love.  

                              Calvin, The Institutes, 3.7.5 

The Stewardship & Finance Year to Date report can be found on the church website,  

www.fpjonesboro.com . Like all Session committee reports, it is found under Session Commit-

tee Reports in the Sections menu on the right side of the front page.  

       JULY PREACHING TEXTS  
 

 July          Text        Sermon Title  

 5th        Mark 6:1 - 13    The Great Barrier  

 

 12 th       Mark 6:14 - 29     Caution: Narrow Bridge Ahea d 

 

 19 th       Guest Preacher -  Rev.Kimberly LeVert  

 

 26 th       Guest Preacher -  Melissa McNair  

   STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE by Brian Turner  
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Refugee Resettlement and Immigration Services of Atlanta (RRISA) 

 

WANT TO GET RID OF THAT OLD COMPUTER?  

DONATE THE OLD ONE. . .  

OTHER PEOPLE CAN REALLY USE IT! 

 

RRISA is now working with a new non -profit organization to recycle personal 
computers to benefit refugees, disadvantaged, and elderly people within the 
area. The new corporation, Network Atlanta Community Technology (NACT), is  
Microsoft authorized to refurbish and all equipment  received will be thor-
oughly erased and refurbished with a full licensed copy of  Microsoft software 
installed. The units will be distributed at basic or no cost, determined by need.  
The establishment of  community computer labs will do the disassembling and 
building of  renewed units.  

 

How does it work?  The working parts are separated and used to build new com-
puters, unused parts are recycled for their raw materials. The Hard Drives are 
cleaned, using the Department of  Defense 5200.22 -M method, so any per-
sonal information is completely erased.  A fully licensed copy of  Microsoft 
Windows, XP Professional, Microsoft Office 2003, and Microsoft Digital Liter-
acy Curriculum is installed. The refurbished computers are distributed to refu-
gee families and community computer labs for those who cannot afford inter-
net access.  

Donation Specifics:      You may also donate : 
Pentium 4 Processor 1.5 GHz or above                   Keyboard, Mouse and/or Speakers  

At least 512k Ram  

20gb Hard Drive or greater  

CD Rom 

17 inch monitor (minimum)  

Less than 5 years old.  

 

For more information, or to donate, call Sponsorship Developer, Tom Van Laningham at 
404-622-2235, ext. 239, or e -mail  at Tom@rrisa.org .    RRISA is located at 4151 Memorial 

DriveñSuite 205D, Decatur, Georgia . 



          FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF JONESBORO  

         2009 YEAR OF CELEBRATION COOKBOOK -  ORDER FORM  
 

   Copies of the Living Cookbook - paperback @ $20.00 each    $   

 

   Copies of the Living Cookbook on CD @ $40.00 each    $   

 

   Shipping/Handling (if applicable) per mail-out @ $6.50 each   $   

 

      TOTAL     $   

           

 

Name          

 

Address         

 

          

 

City        State  Zip Code   

 

Phone Number        

            

 

Name          

 

Address         

 

          

 

City        State  Zip Code   

 

Phone Number        

            

 

Name          

 

Address         

 

          

 

City        State   Zip Code   

 

Phone Number        

 

If paying by check please make it payable to: FPCJ,  and in the Memo box write: Cookbook Order 

             If paying by credit card please go online at www.fpjonesboro.com  to complete your order. 
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   Didi Mangondo     7/1  

   Seraphin Maketo       7/11 

   Richard Landers    7/12  

   Bob Stevens        7/12  

   Amida Mimossee       7/13 

   Elizabeth Girod    7/14  

   Clifton Kelley       7/18  

   Carolyn Fox      7/23  

   David Girod      7/25  

   Elaine Clokey      7/27  

  Abiba Mimossee   7/27  

  Terry Sapp    7/28  

  Rebecca Rogers       7/30  

 

    HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  

     BOB & JOANNE FOSTER     7/14  

     BEN & JANE OKOYE     7/30 

 

        

  To The Juanita Hambrick Circle:  

       Thank you so much for the 
donation to the church in mem-
ory of Mama.  Your thoughtful-
ness is appreciated, and will al-
ways be remembered.  

  Love, Julie Hester  

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Dear Church Family: 

Thank you for all the love, 
prayers, phone calls, and cards 
you have given to me during this 
difficult time. Also thanks for the 
donation given to the First Pres-
byterian Church in Columbus, and 
for coming to Columbus for visita-
tion and services to support my 
family. 

It is so hard to put on paper how 
my heart feels at this time. I do 
not know what I would do without 
my church family. 

   Love to all, 

    Eloise 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *     

YOU ARE INVITED...The Book Club 

will meet on Thursday, July 9th at 6:30 

P.M. in the Church Parlor. We will be 

reading òWater for Elephantsó by Sara 

Gruen.  Please join us! If you would 

like more information contact Jane 

Luetkemeyer.  

 

 

 

Page 11 

     

 
 



1842 Lake Jodeco Road  
Jonesboro, Georgia 30236  

First Presbyterian Church of Jonesboro  

Phone: 770-478 -8118 

Fax: 770 -478 -1991 

E-mail: fpjsecretary@bellsouth.net  

                  Committee Chairpersons  
 

 Administration     Gene Hatfield  

      Vicki Westervelt, Co -Chair 

 Building & Grounds   Richard Whitton   

 Christian Education    Bailey Wallace  

 Clerk     Paul Blair   

 Congregational Care   Linda McElroy     

 Covenant Committee   Nancy Parkhouse  

 Membership Growth    Carolyn Fox    

 Outreach     Beth Trebendis  

      Susan Baggarly, Co-Chair  

 Stewardship & Finance   Brian Turner  

 Worship     Suzanne Anzalone   

 2009 Task Force    Bob Stevens  

 Treasurer     James White  
 

                                              Staff  
Pastor      Rev. Sue  Riggle         fpjpastorsue@bellsouth.net  

Music Director/Organist  Blakely Hardy             BlakelyHardy@gmail.com 

Secretary    Marcia Kouns           fpjsecretary@bellsouth.net  

Pastor Emeritus              Oliver B. Wood, Jr.  

Weõre 
on the

  Web! 

www.fpjonesboro.com  

JUlLY, 2009  
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Moderator  

Sue A. Riggle  
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