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Gardening with God  

I am the vine; you are the branches. If 

you remain in me and I in you, you will 

bear much fruit; apart from me you can 

do nothing. John 15:5 

 

   With a landscape plan in mind, the 

Riggle four recently labored for sev-

eral hours in our front yard. Hoping to 

cultivate something other than weeds, 

we transplanted growing plants, and 

tilled and raked until our backs, arms 

and hands ached. As I hammered away 

at the rock -like Georgia clay, I won-

dered if the soil in Edenõs garden was 

light and loamy, as I hope mine will 

some day be.   I suspect the soil be-

neath Edenõs fruits was a beautiful 

deep brown color, smelling of rich nu-

trients and promises of unending 

beauty.  

 

   While working I experienced God 

anew, relishing the time with my family 

and the growing peace in my spirit. 

Listening for God and pulling weeds, I 

began wondering about the landscape 

and soil in which churches are planted.  

I realized that like gardens, the needs 

and shape of a church can change: 

once fruit -bearing ministries might 

need to be pruned, new ground work 

needs to be laid for future members 

and ministries, and space must be 

made in the schedule for new garden-

ers to add their vision and gifts .   

 

   The tending of oneõs spirit and the 

work of the church is very much like  

 like gardening. We need to maintain 

growth through constant attention and 

nurture - worship and prayer; feeding 

and weeding - Bible study and Sunday 

school; pruning or maybe starting 

again with a new landscape plan - 

committee work and fellowship. Our 

garden planning will also need to in-

clude a soil test to discern what might 

be missing -vision plan.  

 

   Most importantly, we need to re-

member that the church is Godõs gar-

den and we are privileged to be 

among the workers. If we remain con-

nected to God through Jesus Christ, as 

the branch is to the vine, then we will 

flourish.  When we ignore fellow gar-

deners or neglect daily chores, we 

risk slow growth and even death. In 

partnership with God, the church 

needs to be nurtured, fed with proper 

nutrients, and given space and oppor-

tunity to grow and produce fruit. It is 

important that every member, every 

gardener tends the church along with 

his/her own spirit, through constant 

fellowship with God and each other. 

As you read through this newsletter, 

make note of the areas in which you 

will participate in the health and 

growth of not only your spirit, but in 

the life of the church.  

    Remember, God created us in the 

garden where we can work, play, re-

lax and glorify and enjoy God for-

ever.  

        Grace and Peace for the Journey, 

                                    Pastor Sue 

  Vision Statement  
 

With Godõs help, we love 

and appreciate each 

other for who we are and 

whom we want to become, 

disciples of Jesus Christ. 

God calls us through the 

Holy Spirit as we welcome 

all to join our journey of  

faith and service.  

 

Bold Steps  

We ask others to join our 

journey of faith and ser-

vice.  
 

We will increase family 

activities and retreat 

opportunities for church 

fellowship and our com-

munity.  
 

We minister to and cre-

ate a safe place for wor-

ship and for serving our 

community.  

 

Adopted by  

Session  

May 20, 2006  

  

                                                                                                          THE PASTORõS CORNER 



  

 MARK YOUR CALENDAR  FOR Sunday, May 24th . There will be a covered 

dish luncheon for our graduates.  The Congregational Care Committee will  

provide the meat, please bring a vegetable, salad or desert and help us cele-

brate with our graduates at this important time in their lives.  

 

 If you know of someone in our congregation that is graduating during 

2008-2009, and their name has not been turned in, please do so using the form 

below.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               FELLOWSHIP AFTER WORSHIP  
     

There are MANY available dates on the sign-up sheet for Fellowship after Worship.  Al-

though we all enjoy the food,  it is the fellowship with one another that is the most im-

portant.  Itõs a great  opportunity to spend time with visitors, new members as well as 

long time members.  

 

The Congregational Care Committee needs your help, and anything you chose to bring 

is greatly appreciated.  But rememberé.itõs about the fellowship, not 

the food! 

 

The sign-up sheet is located on the bulletin board by the kitchen.  

 

      JOIN US AS WE CELEBRATE OUR GRADUATES!!       
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Please include this graduate on the list of 

those to be honored at the May lunch .  

 

 

NAME______________________________  

 For more information contact Linda McElroy  



     May 3rd      Fourth Sunday in Easter   John 10:11-18 

  

     May 10th     Fifth Sunday in Easter    John 15:1-8                               

   

    May 17th     Sixth Sunday in Easter    John 15:9-17 

 

    May 24th     Seventh Sunday in Easter   John 17:6-19 

 

    May 31st     Pentecost      Acts 2:1-21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLAYTON COUNTY CHILD CARE FOCUS 

GROUPS will be conducted on May 6th & 7th  at 5:30 -7:00 PM and 

7:30 -9:00 PM.  

 

Child Care impacts everyone ñthis is an opportunity to share your 

ideas on high quality child care to help prepare your child for success 

in school.  

 

Your opinion matters and will be helpful in the design of a community 

based child care program that may be available to families in Clayton 

County. If you would like to participate, please contact Ingrid Shelton 

at Bright Horizons Consulting Practice, 404 -433 -9524.  

 

Focus Group participants will be entered into a raffle to win a $100 

Publix gift card!  

 

       MAY PREACHING TEXTS  
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  THE GOOD SHEPHERD CLINIC  by Linda McElroy                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
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 How does Godõs love abide in anyone who has the worldõs goods, and sees a brother  
        or sister in need , and yet refuses help?  I John 3:17  

 

 The Good Shepherd Clinic is now open from 8:30 to 3:30 on the first and third 

Wednesday of each month. With so many people losing their jobs, the clinic is experienc-

ing an influx of new patients in increasing numbers. The extended hours have helped new 

patients get appointments more quickly.  

 

 This is a mission our church has been involved with for over nine years. The clinic 

serves an astounding number of people within this community. As a servant people, we 

have been called to ministry in many ways.  Here is one way you can be a part of Godõs 

work within our community.  We need more volunteers as the clinic continues to grow and 

provide healthcare for those in our community who have no health insurance, and little or 

no income.  

 

 As a volunteer, I can promise you, God will enrich your life beyond what you can 
imagine.  

               PLEASE BECOME A VOLUNTEER...WE NEED YOU!  

            Contact Linda McElroy or Barbara Rhinehart for more  

            information.  

 

 

       By Gene Hatfield                   

                                                                                                                                                          

At its last meeting, the Session ap-
proved a commitment to join the Commitment to Peacemaking Program. In so doing, the First Presbyterian 
Church of Jonesboro joins numerous other churches in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) who have committed 
to support this denominational initiative. Our participation in this program indicates that our congregation will 
support peacemaking in worship, in prayer and Bible study, in our families and community living, in our minis-
try, in our response to global issues and global security, and in making peace with the earth. At least once 
each year, a peacemaking offering will be collected. 

 

In making this commitment, the Session recognized the strong scriptural foundation for this program. In sup-
porting this program, the Session affirmed that ñpeacemaking is a mandate for the church because the Prince 
of Peace is its Lord. Christ is the peacemaker, and all believers are called to be instruments for peacemaking 
(Peacemaking: The Believersô Calling,ò The 192nd General Assembly (1980) The United Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of America). 

 

In coming months, we will work together in making this commitment a reality in our lives, our families, our 
church and our community. As we move forward, members will hear more about this program in worship, in 
our committees, in our Sunday school classes, in the newsletter, and on the church website.   
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ALPHA ADULT STUDY GROUP by Bob Stevens 

 

2008 was a year of growth for the Alpha Adult Study Group. Our group 

doubled in both total members and average attendance. We closed out 2008 

with a meaningful set of classes during the Advent season. We studied Advent 

Through the Eyes of Those That Waited. We all gained a lot by studying 2nd 

Isaiah, John the Baptizer, Mary & Elizabeth.  

 

We look forward to another year of Bible study, discussion, growth and 

fellowship . 

  

Schedule for 2009  

 Jan 4 - History of the Reformed Tradition - 1 

 Jan 11 - History of the Reformed Tradition - 2 

 Jan 18 - Spiritual Journaling  

 Jan 25 - History of the Reformed Tradition 3  

 Feb 1 - Study of the Book of Matthew - 1 

 Feb 8 - Study of the Book of Matthew - 2 

 Feb 15 - Study of the Book of Matthew - 3 

 Feb 22 - Study of the Book of Matthew - 4 

 Mar 1 starts the Lenten Season  

 Mar 8 - Lent  

 Mar 15 - Lent  

 Mar 22 - Lent  

 Mar 29 - Lent  

 Apr 5 - Lent  

 Apr 12 - Easter  

 April 19 - Open  

 Apr 26 - Open  

 May 2 - Viewing of Life of Dietrich Bonhöffer and discussion  

 May 3 - Discussion on the Life of Dietrich Bonhöffer  

 May 10 - Theology of Dietrich Bonhöffer - 1 

 May 17 - Theology of Dietrich Bonhöffer -2 

 May 24 - Prayer - Why Pray?  

 May 31 - Prayer - What Happens when we Pray?  

 Jun 7 - Prayer - How to Pray - 1 

 Jun 14 - Prayer - How to Pray - 2 

 

Join us as we explore the Bible and its meaning for us in our lives.  
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                              CELEBRATORY COOKBOOK!!!  

  

                                       Throwdown Round #1 - The Battle of the Appetizers  

 And the winner is ... Melissa Ham, who walked away from this fierce competition unscathed and in possession of 

a $50 gift certificate for dining at her choice of restaurants, including Carrabbas, Bonefish Grill, Outback Steak-

house, Roys and Cheesesteak in Paradise. Husband, Marvin, couldn't be happier.   

  

Our prizes awarded are either from private donations or vendor/business contributions, so stay tuned for more 

exciting rewards for all your efforts.  

  

Melissa's winning appetizer, "Tiny Taco Tarts", had eye appeal and, obviously, taste appeal. The recipe will have 

a place of honor in the cookbook along with recipes of upcoming Throwdown victors.  

  

The appetizer competition drew 20 entries, which were beautifully displayed with enough for each person attend-

ing fellowship to have a generous sample. What a colorful, fragrant spread with a surprising variety of offerings, 

from Melissa's "Tiny Taco Tarts" to Pat Hockett's "Pitty Pat's Pepper Bacon Cheese Wraps" which, by the way, also 

drew an impressive number of votes from satisfied tasters.  

  

Some of our men and teens joined the fray, and we expect more will accept the challenge for Round #2, the Soup 

and Salad Throwdown.  

  

The purpose of the recipe throwdowns is to draw attention to and create interest in the Celebratory Cookbook, to 

be ready in time for First Presbyterian Church of Jonesboro's celebration of its long history on September 27th. It 

must be working, because we now have over 20 great appetizer recipes to add to the growing number of recipes 

in all categories.  

  

Although recipes are coming in, we are far from filling all the pages. Don't limit yourself to one or two recipes, and 

don't limit your categories. Think pickles, preserves, and salsas; frozen salads and desserts; and season specials 

using peaches, strawberries, figs, vine -ripe tomatoes, and squash of all sorts. And, donõt overlook you heirloom, 

church supper and ethnic recipes.  

 

Throwdown #2 ñSoup and Salad  
This throwdown presents a real challenge for all you scrappers. Do I go all out and enter a soup and a salad? Hot 

or cold soup? Something a little edgy like Tabbouleh or the always popular Caesar  salad with my special touch? 

Start planning your winning approach now and go for it!  

  
Thanks to all who made this cookbook event a success by entering your appetizer, tasting and voting and by tak-

ing care of setting up and cleaning up.  

   

Soup & Salad Throwdown Entry  

Instructions   

 Sunday, May 17th  

*  Bring enough of your favorite soup or salad so that everyone at fellowship can have a sample.  

*  Make a copy of the recipe to display with your dish.  

*  Each dish will be assigned a number so that only the referee of this "knock -down, drag -out" event 

 will know which chef prepared which dish.  

*  Everyone will vote for a favorite dish by number; votes will be counted at the end of the bout, and a 

 winner will be announced.  

  

The winning recipe will be featured in the church's cookbook, which will come out this fall during First Presbyte-

rian Church of Jonesboro's celebration of its long history .  

  

DON'T FORGET TO SEND IN YOUR FAVORITE RECIPES TO recipes@fpjonesboro.com .  
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2009 YEAR OF CELEBRATION!  

 

Labyrinth Creation Day!  

  

 On May 9th, we will create a 24' portable Chalice labyrinth. After Mr. 

Bob Peach assists our volunteers in laying it out, the members of the church 

are invited to write their name or prayer request where the lines will be 

painted. In this way, the labyrinth will be based on these Prayers of the Con-

gregation. The labyrinth will be dedicated on Pentecost when we celebrate 

the birth of the Church.  

  

Labyrinth Signing:  

  

 As soon as the lines are laid out, people are welcome to come and  write 

a prayer request in the lines.  

  

How you can help:  

  

 We need people to help lay out and paint  the lines. Come to the Family 

Life Center at 10:30 on Saturday May 9th. Depending on the number of volun-

teers, we should be done mid - to late afternoon.  
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òIf we look out from this place, we know that the light of day is 

soon gone.   We reflect on what has come to pass today.   We an-

ticipate an increase of darkness and quieting of our lives.   In 

rest, we make our evening prayers thanking God for what has 

been today and asking for a good and holy night.   As we rest in 

the peace of divine oversight of our night, may we count our 

blessings, remember opportunities for extending Godõs love well 

engaged.   Yet also, we can with divine grace look forward to the 

dawning of a new day.   May we recommit ourselves for tomor-

row to new challenges and to face those things left unattended 

today that we may accomplish tomorrow.   May the stewardship 

of our lives be accomplished for the sake of the good news of 

our Lord.   End the day well and in thanksgiving.ó 

 

                                  The Rev. Ronald Reed, St. James Episcopal Church, Wichita, Kansas  

 

 

YEAR TO DATE  

Through April 2009  
 

 

                   STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE REPORT  
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Join other Atlanta -area Presbyterians under the Big Tent!  

 

By now, most Presbyterians in the Atlanta area have heard about the Big Tent event coming to the Atlanta Hyatt Regency 

June 11-13. 
 

Big Tent is an especially good bargain for folks in the Atlanta area. You can sample workshops from 10 different partner 

conferences without having to pay for a hotel room or an airline ticket. You can share inspiring worship services, break 

bread with hundreds of other Big Tent participants at two common meals, and celebrate during a special Saturday evening 

event at Centennial Park.  

 

You can pay the Big Tent registration fee and attend any of the Big Tent events over three days. Or, if you have time to 

attend only a day or two of programming, consider the convenient day rates ($85 for Thursday, which includes dinner; 

$100 for Friday, which includes lunch; or $100 for Saturday). There is no fee for the Saturday evening event and youõre 

encouraged to join the fun.  

 

And bring the kids! There are special programs for children, youth and young adults.  

 

Several people from the area will speak at Big Tent plenary or workshop sessions, including individuals from the Presby-

tery of Greater Atlanta, Columbia Theological Seminary, Johnson C. Smith Theological Seminary, Peachtree Presbyterian 

Church, Central Presbyterian Church, Morningside Presbyterian Church, Tri -Presbytery Immigrant Ministry, the Interde-

nominational Theological Center, and Georgia Christian University.  

 

The ten PC(USA) ministries and groups holding conferences at Big Tent are listed below. You can indicate one of these as 

your primary conference affiliation or select òno affiliationó when you register.  

Evangelism and Church Growth Conference  

Healthy Ministry Conference  

National Elders Conference  

National Multicultural Church Conference  

New Immigrants Ministries Convocation  

Peacemaking Conference 

PHEWA Social Justice Biennial Conference  

Presbyterian Communicators Network Conference  

Racial Ethnic Convocation  

Stewardship and Investment Conference  

 
Big Tent is open to all!  People do not need to be on synod, presbytery or session staff. They do not need to be on staff  

at a church or involved with committees or networks. Anyone who has an interest is encouraged to join us at Big Tent.  

See www.pcusa.org/bigtent  for more details and to register online.  

 

                                     Please join us at the Big Tent ð and bring a friend!  

http://www.pcusa.org/bigtent


       May is a special month for a special young man. Joseph Rodriquez will be 12 years old on May 30th. 

Several of us are preparing for our trip to Thornwell on Saturday, May 2nd. We are getting excited to meet 

the new Family -Teachers and spend some time with Joseph. If any of you would like to wish Joseph a 

happy birthday, you can send a card to him at: Thornwell Home for Children, Joseph Rodriquez, c/o 

Virginia Cottage ñBox 60, 302 South Broad Street, Clinton, SC 29325 -0060. 

 

 Iõm sure many of you have heard me praise the program used at Thornwell to help these children 

grow and become responsible, loving and successful adults. The Family -Teaching Model used at 

Thornwell was developed by Duke University. Thornwell has become a recognized leader and role model 

for other facilities providing care for children in need. Thornwell publishes a quarterly newsletter of many 

campus activities and profiles of the staff and others who constantly give of themselves. The following arti-

cle was printed in the Summer, 2008 newsletter and is reprinted with permission. If you would like to re-

ceive the newsletter, you can call 1 -888-310-9837 to make your request. You can also get more information 

on Thornwell at their website www.thornwell.org.  

 

SODASñA REFRESHING APPROACH TO BETTER DECISION MAKING  

Your son, Johnny has a big test tomorrow at school. Rather than studying however, Johnny wants to play 

games on his Xbox or meet his friends at the mall. He has a choice to make and you, as a parent, can help 

him choose the right one. How? Try SODAS. 

 

We arenõt suggesting that you bribe Johnny with his favorite soft drink. Instead, help him by utilizing the 

SODAS approach to decision make, a proven tool and teaching/learning component of the Teaching -

Family Model at Thornwell.  SODAS stands for Situation, Options, D isadvantages, Advantages and Solu-

tions. Using Johnny as an example here is how the SODAS approach works.  

 

Ask Johnny to state the Situation òI have a geography test tomorrow.ó 

Look at the Options together, òNot study for the testó or òStudy for the test.ó 

Help him consider possible Disadvantages to each option: òI could get a bad/failing grade and maybe get 
groundedó or òI could miss out on some free time.ó 

Brainstorm his possible Advantages: òI can play Xbox or join friends right nowó or òI can have friends over this 
weekend because I worked hard and did well on my test.ó 

Weigh the pros and cons and ask Johnny for his Solution: òI guess Iõll go study but would you help me?ó 

 

Using the SODAS process, a potential power struggle can be transformed into a learning opportunity. It is 

simple, highly effective and used by the Family -Teachers at Thornwell on a daily basis, especially during 

Family Conference times.   Every evening at Thornwell, Family -Teachers, children and youth gather in 

their respective cottages for a family meeting. During this time they discuss and decide on a variety of top-

ics. By apply the SODAS approach, Family -Teachers help them 1)practice self determination 2)learn deci-

sion making 3) encourage critical thinking and 4) develop leadership skills.  Over time, Thornwellõs youth 

internalize this method of decision making and apply it to day to day challenges.  

 

Through the Teaching -Family Model and its SODAS approach, Thornwell children are empowered to 

break free from the destructive patterns they learned as victims of abuse or neglect. They learn to set and 

achieve goals, make wise decisions and take responsibility for their lives.  SODAS is so effective that many 

staff families use it to encourage and help their own biological children. And what could be more refresh-

ing than happier families making better decisions ! 

                        OUTREACH COMMITTEE by Susan Baggarly  
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BOB FOSTER    5/2  

RICK RIGGLE    5/4  

TRACI WHITE     5/8  

MIRANDA MAKETO    5/16  

EDWARD HATFIELD    5/20  

BEN OKOYE     5/22  

PRINCE OKOYE    5/25  

PAT HOCKETT     5/28  

JAMES WHITE     5/28  

  HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  

Oliver & Pat Wood    5/17  

Kevin & Wendy Taylor   5/20  

Raymond & Susan Baggarly     5/24  

        

      

 

 

  THE BREAKFAST BUNCH meets 
the first Wednesday of each month 
at 9:00 AM at the Dwarf House on 
Tara Boulevard. EVERYONE IS 
WELCOME! 

Contact Eloise Belle Isle for more 
information.  

 *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *    

BIBLE STUDY is at 6:00 PM, in the 
church parlor, on the first, third 
and fourth Thursday of each month. 
Please join us!  

 *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

THE CHURCH AT PRAYER meets 
every Tuesday at 1:30 PM in the 
church parlor to intercede on behalf 
of the church and community. If you 
have prayer requests, please share 
them with Pastor Sue, Ruby White, 
or call the church office.  

 

                       

 
The deadline for submission of arti-
cles for the newsletter will be the Fri-
day following the Session Meeting, 
i.e ., May 22nd, June 26th, July 24th, 
etc. A reminder will be sent via e -mail 
and will also be in the bulletin. Arti-
cles submitted after the deadline will 
be used the following month. Your as-
sistance is appreciated!  
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