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THE PASTOROGS CORNER

%Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
compassion and the God of all comfort, “who comforts us in all our trou-
bles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we
ourselves have received from God. ®For just as the sufferings of Christ
flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our comfort overflows. (2

Cor. 1:3 -5)

Letting Go in Lent

The 40 -day season of Lent is a time of letting go; letting go of a habitual
behavior that chips away at your time, your health and your relationship
with God and others. Letting go can be a scary thing. We may not know
how to letgo. In A Call to Holy Living , Bruce Larson writes:

Having made that initial faith commitment, the next step is
repent ance. Taahioded woadrthatsdems unfa-
mi |l iar and somewhat threateni
enough. | once heard a story of how they used to catch
monkeys. Narrow -necked bottles full of colored marbles
were staked out in a clearing in the jungle. Monkeys, curi-
ous beings that they are, would soon appear and stick their
hands into those bottles to grab a fistful of those interesting
objects. They couldndét get
of the marbles, which they were unwilling to do. And so the
hunters would simply snatch them up and put them in the
cages. Repentance requires letting go of all the destructive
and counterproductive things in our lives. Jesus tells us to

|l et go of those things weodre
low Him. You have to take your hand out of the bottle if you
are to be free to respond.

ng

their

In letting go you may feel frightened and alone, as if no one else can be-
gin to know how hard it is for you. Do not be afraid. You are not alone.
As special as you are, your behavior is not unique, therefore, you are not
alone. God, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort is walk-
ing with you, and, there are others who are facing the same path of re-
pentance you are.

Continued on Page 2

Vision Statement

With Godds
love and appreciate
each other for who we
are and whom we want
to become, disciples of
Jesus Christ. God calls
us through the Holy
Spirit as we welcome all
to join our journey of
faith and service.

Bold Steps

We ask others to join
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and service.

We will increase family
activities and retreat
opportunities for church
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We minister to and
create a safe place for
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(Pastorés Corner continued)

In your Lenten letting go, as you loosen your grip on certain behaviors, some days will be
harder than others. On those hard days remember that others share in your suffering. On
those days that seem oasis  -like, support those others in prayer. And in all you do give thanks
for Goddos desert compassion and the prayers of Je

Blessings of mercy as we trod through the desert together,

Pastor Sue
l
MARCH PREACHING TEXTS
J
3/7 Lent 3, Like 13:1 -9
3/14 Lent 4, Luke 15:1 -3,11b -32 %E
/-\(-\
3/21 Lent 5, John 12:1 -8
3/28 Palm Sunday Music/Passion Narrative

PRESBYTERIAN
DISASTER
ASSISTANCE

2

In the aftermath of the terrible earthquake in Haiti, your prayers, gifts and actions are making a differ-

ence. In a time when so many symbols of safety and security have been destroyed, your support of the
One Great Hour of Sharing and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) have been a tangible witness of

G o d fg@resence and hope. Working in concert with Action by Churches Together (ACT) Alliance and Church
World Service, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance has provided assistance toward:

*Food, water and 35,000 hygiene kits and baby kits at 15 distribution sites.
*Temporary shelters for the many people left homeless.

*Supplies and vital infrastructure support including electrical, water, sanitation and security at
Hépital Sainte Croix (Holy Cross Hospital) in Leogane, one of the few operating medical facilities
in the region, and the Faculty of Nursing Science of the Episcopal University of Haiti (FSIL).

*Initial assessments and ground work for community psycho-social recovery.

We cannot thank you enough for your compassion and generosity. The damage has been devastating, but
as Presbyterian mission co-worker and PDA staff member, Carlos Cardenas, reports, despite the devasta-
tion, OHope is alive. 6 Thank you for bringing hopfg
and information on how you can get involved by visiting the PDA web site.
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https://community.pcusa.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.pcusa.org%2foghs&srcid=700&srctid=1&erid=316838
https://community.pcusa.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.pcusa.org%2fpda&srcid=700&srctid=1&erid=316838
https://community.pcusa.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.pcusa.org%2fpda&srcid=700&srctid=1&erid=316838
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE NEWS by Linda McElroy

The next Wednesday night dinner will be on March 17, St. Patrick's Day. Think green. If you do not
wear green, you know what can happen. Put on your green and come join us for an informative and
service-oriented program. More details will be in the bulletin at a later date.

The first Sunday of each month, Congregational Care will be providing a birthday cake for those whose
birthday is in that month. Dave Hockett has graciously offered to be responsible for the cake. Thank
you, Dave.

Community Yard Sale

On April 24 ™ FPCJ will have its 1 ' Annual Community Yard sale. Anyone in the community can

come in and Arento a table for $10 in the Family
S

members can either rent a table for their own wu
on having some healthcare professionals perform basic health checks as well and be a blood do-
nation site that day.

The young adults of the church will handle the refreshment booth to raise money for the upcom-
ing Mission Trip.
Welcome Kit update

The new Welcome Kit will include a BPA -free 28 oz. water bottle imprinted with the church infor-
mation. We will put our brochure and other items in these bottles and give them to our visitors. If
you would like a bottle for yourself, we are asking for a $5 donation to help pay for them.

Upcoming Events
March 6 ™ - CPR/AED and Standard First Aid Class

This 6 hour class is the official American Red Cross class recommended by many organizations. If
the interest is there, this will be the first of a series of these classes. The class is open to the pub-
lic and is limited to 12 participants. Call the church office to register as the class is already filling.

March 15 ™ - Teacher Appreciation Breakfast at Suder Elementary

Last fall, we welcomed the teachers back to school
for your work!o as they approach the end of the sc
around 150 people, so we will need lots of breakfast food dishes. There is a sign -up sheet in the
Family Life Center next to the Fellowship sign -up sheet.
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INVITES YOUI!

The Presbytery of Greater Atlanta Announces

Atlanta, GA -- February 25, 2010 -- Presbyterian Global Fellowship announces "Moving Back
into our Neighborhoods -- The Work of the Missional Church” -- A Consultation with Alan Rox-
burgh and Mark Lau Branson.

Wednesday - Thursday, April 28 - 29, 2010 at Peachtree Presbyterian Church

Learn, discover, and plan together how to develop missional life in your church. Identify practi-
cal ways church members can make gospel connections with their communities. Hands -on re-
sources will be provided for creating experiments in missional life tailored to your context and
people.

* Understand the characteristics of a missional congregation * Receive guided instruction on
how to think about your own ministry context: its strengths, weaknesses and next steps * Learn
with others who share the same desire for their congregation * Attend focused workshops spe-
cializing in how to implement missional strategies in your congregation * Bring your ministry
team and discern and devise a plan for your congregation together! *

Alan Roxburgh serves as the Vice President for Allelon Canada. He has over twenty  -seven years
of experience in church leadership as a pastor of congregations in small towns, urban centers
and the suburbs and in denominational leadership.

Mark Lau Branson , Ed.D., is the Homer L. Goddard Associate Professor of the Ministry of the
Laity at Fuller Seminary in Pasadena, California, where he teaches courses in congregational
leadership and community engagement.

Wednesday 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. == Thursday 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. == Cost is $99,
which includes dinner, breakfast and lunch.

To learn more and register, goto  www.pgfconference.com

Moving Back Into Our Neighborhoods!
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Our morning circle meets on the second Tues. at 10:00 am in the Family Life
Building. Ruby White leads the Bible study. The evening circle meets on the
second Monday at 7:00 pm (same time as the men's meeting). PatWood & Pat
Hockett lead the study. If you are not in one of our Circles, we would love to have
you.

Presbyterian Women collected valentines for veterans in February.  Thanks to
Vicki Westervelt for mailing them to the hospital for us.

Tagee blankets will be made on Sat. Feb. 27th in the Family Life Building. We are
making them for newborns at Egelston Hospital. Thanks to Eloise Belle Isle for
getting us involved in this. We have extra material available so join us for the

fun. We will start at 9:00 AM and go to lunch after we finish. rs‘

We are in the very early stages of planning our annual Mother -Daughter -Friend
Luncheon. The date will be Saturday May 1st . This year we have selected a
theme "Something Old, Something New, Something Made 'Specially for You". We
would like for you to bring something (a quilt, scarf, pillowcases) that someone
made just for you. A display will be set up for everyone to look at and admire. If
you have a picture of the person who made the item that would be great.  You may
want to write a note telling something about the item.  Also, we would like for
ladies in our church to decorate a table (paper products, pls.) This should be fun
so start thinking about a theme you would like to run with for a —
table set-up. Not everyone has to decorate a table obviously, just if

this is something that you might enjoy. More info will be available

as the time gets closer.

It is such a privilege to work with all of you on projects and opportunities. The
ladies in this church bring so many talents in serving others. | hope you know how
much you are appreciated.

Peace to you.
Jane Luetkemeyer
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Good
The Good Shepherd Clinic sh CPH &t

by Linda McElroy din;c

ANOTHER GIANT STEP

When the Good Shepherd Clinic opened its doors for the first
time, it was located, and still is, behind the First Baptist Church of
Morrow in a small house used by the youth for meetings. The youth
generously let the Clinic use the house, and they moved to another
location. The Baptist church has remained the owner of the house for
the past 8 years.

By the time the newsletter reaches you, the ownership will have
passed from the First Baptist Church to The Good Shepherd Clinic.
This latest development shows that the Clinic is thriving even in these
hard economic times. Let us all celebrate this latest milestone for the
Clinic. God has abundantly blessed tit through the generosity of this
church, other churches, the community of Clayton County and all
the staff and volunteers. As the needs of the people in the community
grow, let us continue to pray for those who seek medical help at the
Clinic, for the staff, and volunteers. Let us give praise to God for this

latest GOOD NEWS

SIS JOWUSFORBOOKCWE S i+

The Book Club will meet on Thursday, March 11th, at 6:30 pm in the

church parlor. This mont ho Jhedlefs chys si o
Katherine Stockett. Please Join us!

For additional information contact Jane Luetkemeyer.
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY by Will Delair

The Apostle Paul tells us in his letter
members have the same functiond (Romans

Christ, we are called to function in our unique ways. It is nothing new to say that our gifts can

be used to minister in unexpected ways. Let d
of adults from our congregation connected with our Y  -YAs over a few games of bowling. It was
an excellent way to use Godods gifts.

Bowling is great, but fortunately, in God, any hobby can be used for good. It is with that belief
that prayer shawl ministries began popping up around the world. God created us to have a di-
verse set of skills. Likewise, God created us to have a diverse set of learning styles. Some
folks learn best through listening. Others learn best by reading, and still, others learn best by
doing (kinesthetic). To take it a step further, | argue that folks connect with God through

prayer in a diverse set of ways. For our kinesthetic folks, the prayer shawl ministry is right up
their alley.

A prayer shawl is a homemade wrap, scarf, or lap blanket that is made for someone in need.
The intention is that the maker is prayerful for the recipient while they knit or crochet each
stitch. Resources explain that a prayer shawl can be a powerful gift for a terminally ill friend,
a newborn child or even a student who is heading off to their first year of college.

Not only does this ministry allow our congregation to come together for intentional prayer, but
it is also a time of fellowship. It is a time of learning and of teaching. Also, our prayer shawl
ministry is not exclusive to knitters and crocheters. If you are embroidering, hand quilting or
doing something similar, please join us for a time of prayer.

Our prayer shawl ministry meets the first and third Thursday of each month from 2:00pm o}
3:30pm. We invite experienced needle workers and non -experienced alike. Bring a project to
start (or to finish) and ideas for our groupo

S
\t%
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STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE by Brian Turner

WHAT DO WE HAVE TO SHARE?

This year we look forward to a time that challenges our idea of stewardship. We are a small
church with a big reach, and even bigger hearts. What does this have to do with stewardship? Itis a
simple matter of resources. We want to do all that we accomplished last year and reach even more of
those in need in our community this upcoming year.

We looked at growing as individual Christians two years ago. Last year we looked at how we
were maturing as a community of believers. This year, the Stewardship and Finance Committee would

|l i ke you to join us in |l ooking at oWhat do we hay
what we tithe (money, time, and/or talents), but, from what do we offer our resources. Whose re-
sources are they? How much is mine and how much
keep?

These questions challenge our idea of what it means to be a good steward. What do we have to
share? The obvious answer is everything. The reality is that we have been given responsibilities by
God for our families, our church, and even ourselves, as well as the needy. As a small church, some-
times our dreams exceed our resources. That is the challenge. The Stewardship and Finance Commit-
tee looks forward to meeting that challenge with you this year. We look forward to possibilities of
sharing more and developing ways to increase our resources and their effectiveness. (PLUG: Support
the Membership, Growth and Development Committee; invite one new member to church!).

We also pledge to be good stewards of what you have entrusted to the church. That means we
will continually review the budget in these lean times to be sure that the money entrusted to the
church is used wisely. That also means we will not be shy about keeping you apprised of what our situa-
tion is. We must be diligent, truthful, and transparent with the resources God has given to us for the
use of His people. What does all this mean? The church, this committee, and this community of be-
|l ievers should never be ashamed to discuss its fi
God, nor the need for the full attention and time of its members to the worship of the one true God.

Amen.

FELLOWSHIP AFTER CHURCH

Fellowship after worship each Sunday is a special time in the life of this con-
gregation. Those who participate by providing refreshments are truly appreci-

ated. There are many slots available for 2010 and each one provides an op-

portunity for service and for great fellowship. The sign -up sheet -

is on the bulletin board by the kitchen. 'ﬁ? -DO:
YOUR HELP IS NEEDED! —
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Alpha Study Group by Bob Stevens

Topic through Lent

Do you remember the first time you heard the Lor
when we first heard this prayer, we déaecéuseoureemmimb

rizing was not a conscious effort; it was simply the process of hearing the words until they were
part of our very persons.

Yet most of wus dondt know much about this prayer
ing. Martin Luther, with his penchant for saying
the greatest martyr, ofor everybody tortures and

familiarity. Because we say it so often and because its words have the flow of poetry, we are

l i kely to speak it without investment of either

not go babbling on like the heathen, who imagine that the more they say the more likely they are

to be heardo6 (Matt. 6:7 NEB). 1tdés ironic, isndt

most frequent instrument of violation for the warning he gave us.

Lent is an appropriate time to consider the prayer Jesus taught us to pray in a careful way.
Each session concentrates on a major theme or phrase of the prayer in the hope that we will be
renewed in our reflections during Lent and intentional as we pray this familiar prayer. This
Lenten study does not follow the lectionary.

In truth, if through our time of study we are caused to think as we speak this prayer, it may that

we are loving God with our minds as well as with rote emotions. And if by our study some famil-
iar phrase comes to have enlarged and more significant meaning, that will be a still greater gain

Projects

We continue to collect items for want to spend time in contem -
o0Care Packagesd for s er vilation priordorthe discussdn.

in boxes outside our classroom. There Go to our page at:

is a list of suggested useful items post - http:fpjonesboro.com.ministries/

ed above the boxes. sunday -school/alpha -class.html tO
see and discuss these topics,

Welcome look over the reading list and get

Each weekds session mat e rlinkatb relevant resources.
provided both the previous week
and at the beginning of each class. All adults are welcome. Join us
as we explore the Bible and its
The Alpha Class begins each meaning for our lives.

Sunday at 9:15 AM. At 9:00 we

have quiet music for those who
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Looking

What this month has in store for the Youth & Young Adults (Y - YA) of FPC

March 2010

J.

by Will Delalr
Hey Y-YA:
As many of you know, Common Soul. Sole (CS2) is a program for young adults that Calvin
Center developed two years ago. CS2 provides nine months of work along with Christian com-
munity and plenty of time for discernment to its participants. As many of you also know, | was

brought to FPCJ through the CS2 program. | spend 3/4 of my work week at Calvin Center, and
the final 1/4 working in our church.

CS2 is a great program, however, a major drawback is that my term will conclude in late May.
With this said, we have to make the most of
what we have to look forward to!

Saturday, February 27th: Good Shepherd Clinic Service Project

We will meet at the church at 9:00 am and then shuttle on out to the Good Sheppard Clinic for a
morning of service as we partner with the Presbyterian Men. We are called to share our gifts with
ourneighborsi so | et 6s share owrintrotnmgomerikaeck hiarsd
juice to get us rolling in the morning.

Friday & Saturday, March 12th & 13th: Overnight Retreat at Calvin Center

t

This is a big event for us, and | candot wait t
From there, wedll head towards Calvin Center ([
we bl | |l et the good times rolll unt il 2:00pm on

your cost at $20.
Sunday, March 28th: Holy One Hole _ -in-One

Better start practicing now if you want to get a hole -in-one on Palm Sunday when we head out for a

day of Mini Golf!

Saturday, February 27th: Good Shepherd Clinic Service Project

Dates have been set and we are ready to pair with the Presbyterian Men for a few work projects
the Good Shepherd Clinic. It will be a good time to serve our greater community and connect in

new ways with our worshiping community

Looking even further ahead:
s Saturday, April 10th: Murder Mystery Dinner Fund Raiser
s Saturday, April 24th: Y -YA concession stand during Community Garage Sale.

at
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Jeff Anzalone 3/3
Brian Luetkemeyer 3/7
Cassie Riggle 3/9
Faye Callina 3/12
Chris Bish 3/25
Katherine Trebendis 3/25
Lauren Girod 3/27
Michelle Okoye 3/28
Jacob Blair 3/30

@‘?1@;@;;@5}; @@M:&Z@@:@@ﬁzfézg :

Kenneth & Julie 3®dkel

R.D. & Helen Phillips 3/13
Billy & Jane Luetkemeyer 3/17
Clyde & Pat Cooper 3/22
David & Pat Hockett 3/26

THANK YOUL!

Dear FPCJ :

The Good Shepherd Clinic, and I, would like
to thank you for inviting us out to your church for a
presentation about the Clinic. Your time and gener-
ous donations have been such a blessing to our
ministry and the community, and we thank you for
all that your congregation does for us. We are so
grateful for your continued support!

Here at the Good Shepherd Clinic we see so
many in our community who desperately need
medical attention. Your donations will help to bring
healing to those in need.

Please continue to pray for the ministry of
the Good Shepherd Clinic. Again, thank you for
ministering to us.

Mrs. Lisa Page
Clinic Administrator

Carol and | greatly appreciate the prayers
and expressions of concern | received in my
recent iliness. | am blessed to be part of a

congregation that 1s s
love. Thank you.
Gene Hatfield

It seems that thanks aren't enough to express my
gratitude to you and all the members during the fu-
neral service of my dad, Archie Fountain. The service
was excellent, and the hospitality and friendliness of
the members afterwards was outstanding. | now know
why Archie picked your church to attend after his
search. Please pass on my gratitude again to all
those involved from beginning to end for all their hard
work and hospitality.

Yours in Christ,
Jeff Poteat
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